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Dr. THOMAS RUNDLE, 


LORD BISHOP OF DERRY. 


. 


To Mrs. SAND Y F. 
| MaDAM, March, 1118-19, 


| Lord having done me the ho- 


nour to command me to write 


* Dr. WILLIAd TALBOT, then Biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury, with whom Dr. Roux p lived as domeſtic 
chaplain ;—was appointed Dean of Worceſter in 1691, 
promoted to the See of Oxford in 1699, tranſlated to 


Sarum in 1715, and to Durham in 1722. He died 
Oct. 13, 1730. 
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to you an account of the Meteor *, I 
comply with a great deal of pleaſure ; 
tho' I wiſh it had been on a ſubje& 
where I could have given you more en- 
tertainment ; for I am able to ſend you 
ſo little ſatisfaction in this, that you will 
never deſire any more of my uncertain 
philoſophy. 


From the beſt obſervations I can 
meet with, it appears to have been 39 
miles high, where the air is 3000 times 
thinner than that in which we breathe. 
The diameter of the ball was about a 
mile and a half. It moved 2000 miles 
in a minute. The line of its motion 


* A remarkable Meteor was ſeen March 6, 
1715-16, WHIsSTON publiſhed his account of it 
1716, See Life, p. 280. This appeared March 18, 
1718-19, | 

was 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 3 


was over Ludlow, Monmouth, Exeter, 
and a little eaſt of Plymouth. Its courſe 
South Weſt. Its length is determined 
by the obſervations of ſome aſtrono- 
mers, who accurately obſerved it at 
Worceſter and Exeter, and in Cornwall ; 
who nicely remarked the diſtance of 
time between the ſeeing of the light, 
and the ſound that they heard after it ; 
and theſe their obſervations are coinci- 
dent with each other, tho” taken at ſuch 
diſtances ; and its apparent nearneſs to 
the horizon, to thoſe who ſaw it at Cleve 
in Germany, 500 miles from the place 
where it was perpendicular, agrees well 
with the ſame height in the atmoſphere. 


If thoſe facts are true, as I believe 


they are, it muſt be of the ſame nature 
with lightning, only vaſtly thinner, and 
B 2 more 
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more in quantity. In every ſtorm of 
thunder, there is a ball of fire which 
burſts, and by burſting rattles in the 
clouds. What we call lightning is only 
the ſhine of the ball thro' the clouds. 
This ſeldom is more than half a yard 
in thickneſs ; and yet the noiſe that lit- 
tle exploſion makes, 1s terrible, and it 
deſtroys every thing that 1s in its way. 
The air being generally thinner, and 
leſs reſiſting its force above than beneath 
it, it ufually mounts upwards ; though 
thick clouds being ſometimes gathered 
there, have dreadfully turned its courſe 
towards the earth, or ſhot it ſideways ; 
and it always carries ruin on its wings. 
But ſuch a little ball, up in the air of 40 
miles altitude, would have only whiſ- 
pered when it went off, and not been 
heard at any diftance. But tho' that 

could 
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could not have made any other figure 
there, than that of a falling ſtar, yet the 
exploſion of ſuch an immenſe maſs as what 
I mentioned, with ſuch - ſwiftneſs, muſt 
give an incredible ſhock to the air, and 
have been heard further than the largeſt 
mortars, and ſome. of thoſe have been 
heard 80 miles. It appears from the 
inflammability, and the vaſt expan- 
ſion of nitre, that their parts are ex⸗ 
ceedingly volatile and thin; and there- 
fore the laſt hot ſummer, they may 
have been lifted up to the top of the 
atmoſphere, where, gathering by de- 
grees, and fermenting by time, like new 
hay, they burſt into a flame. The flow- 
ers of ſulphur and filings of ſteel, mixed 
into a paſte with water, and tied up in 
brown paper, will by degrees grow hot, 
and at laſt burn the paper. | 

B 3 This 
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This is the beſt account that I can 
give you of it. They are not uncom- 


mon, I have read of five or fix ſince 
the year 1700, that have been taken 
notice of; and probably many more 
have fallen at midnight unobſerved; 
unleſs we imagine that ſome ſleepleſs 
fellow, gazing at his window, has been 
frightened with ſuch a midnight day, 
and called it, among his timorous be- 
lieving neighbours, an apparition. What 
would have been the conſequence of 
its falling on a city, and how exact the 
appearance would have anſwered to the 
hiſtory of Sodom and Gomorrah, looks 
too much like preaching to deſcribe. 
But not to diſſemble, Dr. HaLLey, who 
has a great authority in philoſophy, aſ- 
ſerts, that it was 100 miles high; but if 
ſo, it could never ariſe from the earth, 


or 
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or be there ſupported in that infinite 
rareneſs of the atmoſphere. I judge 
he muſt be miſtaken; but if we are ſo, 
I fancy he will never ſatisfy any perſon 
with a ſolution of its nature. 


To make you amends, Madam, for 
this tedious philoſophy, I will add a 
piece of good news, that the French 
have deſtroyed fix new-built Spaniſh 
ſhips at Fort Paſſage, in Biſcay, and 
ſeized their magazine, and materials for 
20 more; and are now beſieging Font- 
arabia. This delights us the more, 


becauſe it convinces our timorous dif- 


fident politicians, that the Regent is in 
earneſt ; and that his men will fight 
againſt Spain, and their hereditary Phi- 


Ir. This makes us gay, notwithſtand- 
ing the account we have this morning 


B 4 received, 
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received, that 2000 Spaniards are landed 
to be ſtarved in Scotland; ſuch an inſo- 
lent invaſion, that thinks it ſo mean as 
to be conquered by men not enough to 
attack a village, I hope it will admo- 
niſh our Miniſters to return the viſit to 
the Cardinal *, and make a bonfire of 
half a dozen towns, to rejoice and wel- 


come us to Spain. 


I have been out of town for ſome 
time, or I would have ſent you the 
celebrated Bufiris F; but it is my 


Cardinal ALBERONT, who projected the con- 
queſt of the Ottoman Empire in Europe, and the 


partition of it between the Catholic powers, who 


were to be allied for that purpoſe. | | 

+ A Tragedy by Dr. Youns, acted at Drury- 
Lane, 17 19. It was printed, and inſcribed to the 
Duke of NEWCASTLE. | JOHNSON's Lives, vol. 


IV. p. 375: 5 
mis- 
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misfortune not to agree with the town 
in their applauſe of it. Mr. PRlon's 
Poems are alſo publiſned in folio. I 
read them with the greateſt expectation; 
but J confeſs I think the ſprightly run- 
nings of his genius were drawn off in his 
firſt volume, and what we now pay ſo 
dear for, is only palled wine. We ſhall 
have the volume at Saliſbury; and I 
fancy you will not be impatient to ſee it 
till that time, when you have promiſed 
to make our family happy in your com- 
pany. | 
Mapa, 


Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE. 
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To Mrs. SANDY Ss. 
MADAM, London. 


ESTERDAY a ſervant that had 

L formerly lived with you, brought 
me a letter, which ordered me to deli- 
ver him the dog. A woman came with 
him, who, I find, was to be the bearer. 
She concealed her iniquity till ſhe got 
Captain into her hands, but then began 
to talk treaſon in ſuch an horrible man- 
ner, that I profeſs I am afraid ſhe will 


corrupt his principles, and inſinuate her 


own ſpleen and malice into the poor 


creature ; and I ſhould be unwilling that 
even a four-legged favourite, belonging 


to 
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to your family, ſhould be a Jacobite. A 
ſpaniel, indeed, . might be permitted to 
take on him the ſervile fawning charac- 
ter, and kiſs the ſurly hand that whips 
him; but the ſpirit and moroſe honeſty 
of the Dutch, from whence this ſpark is 
deſcended, would appear very awkwardly 
in the habit of a Tory ; but this I dare 
anſwer, that his fire and dam have all 
the fire of reſiſtence in them, that be- 
longs to the boldeſt of their country; 
and if this is a poor tame fool, it is 
wholly owing to ill company, and the 
hands into which you have ordered me 
to intruſt him. 


I am ſorry I could not get for you a 
whole ſet of Theatres; the very beſt are 
wanting. The demand for them was fo 
oreat, that even his fierceſt enemies 

bought 
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bought them up, and enjoyed the au- 
thor, while they perſecute the man. 
The Plays, though neither excellent, 
yet will divert a dull hour in the coun- 
try; and may be eſteemed as tolerable 
as any that have appeared theſe laſt ſe- 
ven years. But that is but a poor com- 
pliment to be made them; for, in this 
midnight of dramatic wit, a thing that 
ſhines no brighter than a glow worm, 
will call our eyes to it, and amuſe a 
ſpectator. Tho' Sir R. STEELE is not 
permitted to act his play, yet he is re- 


ſolved to entertain us every way he can; 


and his favourite, Sir Jon Epcar?, 


is 

* Sir Johx Epe ax was the name aſſumed by 
Sir RICHARD STEELE in writing The Theatre. 
Theſe papers are about to be collected and re- 
publiſhed by Mr. Nichols. They were began in 
January 
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is to be publiſhed very quickly: if while 
I am in London, I'll take care to ſend 
it; if not, KNApTON ſhall have orders 
to do it. 


There 1s a volume of Sermons of Dr. 
Joun CLARKE“ publiſhed, which will 
pleaſe you; and I'll take care that it 
ſhall be ſent; for the ſtudy of philoſo- 
phical theology, and the noble volume 
of the creation, I know, is part of that 
rational devotion that you pay the 
GREAT BeinG ; and think that having 
your heart filled with admiration and 


real warm affection, while you ſurvey 


Fanuary 1719-20, and continued every Thurſday 

and Saturday till the 5th of April following, during 

which his patent was revoked by the King. 
„Brother of Dr. Samuel CLARKE, Dean of 


Sarum. 


thoſe 
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thoſe ſcenes of wiſdom and goodneſs, 
is more true praiſe, than a repetition of 


the moſt rapturous form of thankſgiv- 
ing, that a manual can afford you, 
which is comparatively cool. You can 
read over your limbs and ſenſes into 
a hymn of gratitude, and meditate on 
a meadow in the ſpring, or an evening 
ſky, till you acquaint yourſelf with 
Gop. Thus much for authors. 


My Lord is well. The country was 
of ſo great ſervice to him, that next 
week he deſigns for Saliſbury for the 
whole ſummer, where we hope that his 
health will be confirmed. I will not 
venture to write news to you, for I 
would willingly have my letter pleaſe 
you ; and I know no politicks that can 
be pleaſing to any perſon who is not a 

deep 
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deep adventurer in the South Sca. The 
ladies at the laſt fall of the ſtocks 
were greatly perplexed; and it is ſaid, 
that about twenty of them fainted away 
in one room (which, near the Alley, is 
reſerved for them) at the fall of twenty 
per cent. But when they excluded all 
mankind from that noiſy chamber, they 
fortunately excepted brokers; and Dr. 
SHADWELL *, the complaiſant phyſician, 
ſeeing this diſtreſs of his patroneſſes, 
blooded the whole aſſembly round, and 
recovered their roſes to their cheeks ; 
though, alas, not the money to their 
pockets ; but by this time they are re- 
ſtored to their full hopes; and Spleen, 
which had ſpread her wings. of ſadneſs 


* Sir JOHN SHADWELL, M. D. was the ſon of 


THOMAS SHADWELL, Poet Laureat. He died 


Jan. 4, 1747. 
over 
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over the whole chamber, is fled: not a 
ſigh is heard; the fans flutter again with 
ſpirit, and each fair broker, who was in 
doleful apprehenſion of loſing her mo- 


ney, and conſequently her lovers, throws 


aſide her humility, and plays the tyrant 
with the inſolence of beauty heightened 
by fortune. 
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* 


LETTER Ht. 


To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MaDaM, March 24, 1719-20, 


Y Lord being very much indiſ- 
poſed himſelf, commanded me 
to return you his thanks for your letter; 


chuſing rather to give you the uneaſi- 


neſs of hearing that he 1s out of order, 
that let you entertain a ſuſpicion, that 
he can be forgetful of the favour of your 
laſt to him. His illneſs is a fever on 
the ſpirits; great enough to frighten all 
that are about him, rather than danger- 
ous to himſelf, We ſhall be excuſed for 
our greateſt fears, by all who, like you, 
know the value of his amiable life ; by 

5 all 
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all that have the honour and happineſs 
to converſe with him. 


Since he has employed me to write 
to you, I will indulge myſelf in the 
pleaſure of ſending you down the gay 
news of the town; leaving politicks 
and ſtock-jobbing alone, the one too 
uneaſy, and the other too ſlovenly and 
mean a ſubject, to entertain a lady who 
loves her country, and has a reliſh for 
higher ſatisfactions, than the commerce 
in our Engliſh Miſilippi, which now hath 
thruſt wit and ſtate- affairs out of con- 
verſation*, Our play-houſe is put un- 
der the greateſt diſcouragement that can 


* Theſe innovations were oppoſed by the wits, 
and were the occaſion of the Beggar's Opera, fallely 
_ conſidered as a political ſatire, See JOHNSON'S 


Lives, vol. III p. 130 


poſſibly 
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poſſibly be, to encourage the facetious 
lewdneſs of a company of Frencb ſtrol- 
ing mountebanks*, who are in high re- 
putation at the theatre in the Haymarket, 
among all people who are above being 
entertained by nature and art, or in other 


words, old SHAKESPEAR at Drury-lane. 


To vary the pleaſure of our gentle- 
men of this new taſte, a ſubſcription of 
great value is madeF, to call over La- 
lian ſingers; for though their mind is 
incapable of being diverted, yet they are 


generous for the promotion of every 


* At this period, and afterwards, a company of 
French comedians performed both in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, and the Haymarket Theatres. 

+ This ſubſcription amounted to 50,0001. His 
Majeſty GRORGE I. patronized it, and HANDEL 
was appointed the director. See Hawkins's Hiftory 
of Muſic, vol. V. p. 273. 
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pleaſure of their ſenſes. It is faid a 
moſt excellent comedy of Sir RienaRD 
STEELE'S * is to be prohibited acting, 
leaſt it ſhould draw away good com- 
pany, and ſpoil the reliſh for operas, by 
ſeducing them with ſenſe, wit, and hu- 
mour : nay, the report is, that our love 
for foreign performances is ſo high, that 
a ſubſcription is on foot to procure the 
Dutch players to come hither, and act, 
in their clumſy way, their Scripture dra- 
mas, and divert England, as they do 


their own country, with the moſt ſolemn 


and facred diſtreſs that ever was, mingled 
with the merry humours of Jupas Is- 
cCaRIOT. With what delight muſt our 
ſim beaus ſee a greaſy Dutch Angel de- 
icend by a cable-rope to repreſent the 


* Conjectured to have been the Conſcious Lowers. ' 


Salutation, 
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Salutation, and the humble VIRGIN 
thanking Minheer GABRIEL for his ci- 
vility. But I hope the Houſe of Lords, 


who are now debating about the way to 


prevent blaſphemy, will prohibit the 
Dutch burleſque from appearing among 
us, that at leaſt we may have nothing 
worſe than nonſenſe and ſuſpenſion of 
thought in our diverſions, | 


To compleat the triumph of theſe 
newly arrived entertainments, our beſt 
players are in deſpair of company; and 
having the fear of ſtarving before their 
eyes, are reſolved to try, whether the love 
of novelty, and what they do not under- 
ſtand, prevails in other countries as much 
as it doth. in our own; and, therefore, 
they are going this ſummer into France, 
to barter our ſterling poets for their tum- 
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blers, and the improving grimaces of 
Harlequin. 


Sir R. STEELE publiſhes twice a week 
a new paper, called The Theatre*, writ- 
ten in the ſpirit of the old Tatlers; tho 
it is pretty hard for a man to keep up 
a ſpirit in diſtreſs, 


The Siege of Damaſcus, which I ſup- 
poſe you have ſeen, is a play, though 
very full of faults, yet to be eſteemed 
for its many beauties, and the honour 
and propriety of its ſentiments; and 
ſhews that we have loſt an excellent ge- 


* The fifteenth of theſe eſſays is dedicated to the 
memory of Mr. Hucazs, and contains a decent 
and deſerved panegyric. He died Feb. 17, 1719-20, 
on the firſt evening of the repreſentation of the Siage 
of Damaſcus. 


nius 
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nius in Mr. Hvucnts, tho' he was not 
yet come to his maturity of fine writing: 


The Dog will be ſoon ſent you; but 
poſſibly in another year you will have 
one much handſomer, I can ſcarcely 
hope, Madam, that you will excuſe me 
giving you the trouble of reading this 
long letter; for I am conſcious that I 
am too great a ſloven in my writing, to 
be admitted for a correſpondent by a 
lady; but if that fault ſhould be over- 
looked, I ſhould be proud if my Lord 
would often give me an opportunity of 
ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Mapan, 


Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE. 
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P. S. My being prevented ſending 
you this laſt poſt, when it was written, 
gives me an opportunity of telling you, 
that my Lord is much better, and de- 
fires ſoon to take a little country air, 


L E T- 
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To Mes. SANDYS. 


MADAM, 1720. 


AM very glad I am able to give you 


the pleaſure of hearing that my Lord 
got ſafe to Saliſbury, and has found ſuch 
benefit by air and exerciſe, that, if he re- 
turns to morrow, he will bring health and 


chearfulneſs along with him. 


The ancients ſhould have made Diana 
the Goddeſs of Health, as well as of the 
Chaſe, which would have admoniſhed the 
he-valitudinarians at leaſt, to pay their 
vows to the female phyſician, inſtead of 
the nauſeous old deity AscuLaerus, who 


was painted diſagreeable to repreſent his 
odious 
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odious draughts of ever-failing medicine, 
while the Goddeſs 1s repreſented in per- 
petual youth, to ſhew the ſprightly vi- 
gour that is given by exerciſe ; at leaſt 
with us, the ſilver CVNTHIA ſhall receive 
this new honour, ſince ſhe is always fo 
kind as to recover the perſon from all his 
diſtempers*, whoſe welfare is ſo dear and 
tender to us. I will take care to get 
papers for you, and any other books that 
can divert you. Our Printers, conſider- 
ing the ſtrange nature given by MiLToN 


to ſpirits, of extending themſelves into 


* One of the ancient privileges. annexed to the 
mitre, was to hunt in any of the King's foreſts or 
parks. Woop records of Biſhop JUxToN, that 
during the interregnum, he retired to his manor of 
Little Compton, in the county of Gloceſter, and © now 
and then rode a hunting for health's ſake with ſome 
of the neighbouring and loyal gentry.” ArHENX, 
vol. 2. p. 662. | 


the 
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the majeſty of a gigantick ſtature; and 
again cloſing themſelves up into the mi- 
nuteneſs of a microſcopicala nimal, have 
imitated this power by the magick of 
their preſs, and for a lady's library, where 
(as the Devils in Pandemonium) books 
make a ſplendid ſhew in their robes of 
ſcarlet, enflowered with gold ; they can 
ſwell a few poems into a magnificent fo- 


lio. And to accompany her in her walks 


amidſt the gay meadows in the ſpring, 
they contract them into pocket volumes 
and ſell an Homer in a nut-ſhel] ; thus 
Popz's Poems, PRiok's Miſcellanies, the 
Engliſh Homer, and Ovip's Metamor- 
phoſis, may be had of editions that coſt, 
the one as many guineas as the other ſhil- 
lings; but whether you have, or deſire, 
any of thefe, I know not. | 
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As for our theology, it is fo inimita- 
bly but I am a Divine, and being a 
party concerned, all the applauſe I can 
give it, will be juſtly eſteemed inte- 
reſted ; and therefore I will refer you to 
ſome more unprejudiced correſpondent 
to repreſent it as it deſerves. As for po- 
liticks, it is fully to be comprehended 
in this one noble word, money-getting. 
There 1s no converſation at preſent, but 
about South Sea Stock, which is already 
mounted up to between 300 or 400 per 
cent. and it 1s confidently reported, that 
in a few days it will be above 500, if the 
Parliament paſſes (without loading it) 
the bill, now depending, in their favour ; 
and if that ſhould be ſo, their 42 mil- 
lions capital ſtock will become more 
than 200 millions, which, at 20 years 
purchaſe, would buy all the eſtates in 

| England 3 
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England; if the land-tax can be de- 
pended on for the value of them. The 
conſequence of ſuch a power lodged in 
money-jobbers' hands, is not to be re- 
fleted on without a concern not eaſy to 
be repreſented on paper. 


I am told, that at this time the whole 
traffick of *Change-Alley is carried on by 
the Members of both Houſes ; but if 
I ſaw them actually doing it myſelf, I 
would diſbelieve my own eyes, rather 
than imagine our Senators could conde- 
ſcend to an act, to. bribe their own- 
ſelves, and become both judges and 
parties in a cauſe, now depending be- 
fore them (ſo implicit a good ſubject do 
I profeſs myſelf to be). If you aſk the 
zealous votaries of this new Dtana, 
what value there is in their ſtocks, to 


make 
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make them riſe to this great height, 
they declare, that Reaſon is an utter 
enemy to the ſacred myſteries of job- 
bing; and that whoever is ſo conceited, 
as to follow that pragmatical guide, and 
enquire and explain them to himſelf, will 
loſe all proſpect of reward, and be con- 
ſigned over to the lamentable puniſhment 
of poverty, for his preſumptuous cowar- 
dice and wiſdom. © Truſt your money, 
ſay they, © as Papiſts do their ſouls, to 
© the guides in this craft with credulity, 
© and you will not fail to enjoy the only 


crown of glory they deſire, a golden 
one. 


The Regent has ſent over 200,000). 
as a ſacrifice to the image of his beaſt 
that we have ſet up: but perhaps France 
may be glad to puff us up in the pride 
of 
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of proſperity, till it can make our hearts 
ache. In DRvDrx's Cock and the Fox, 
when the two-legged ſongſter ſtretched his 
ſonorous throat in the pride that flattery 
had filled his little heart with, falſe Rey- 
nard ſnatched the opportunity, graſped 


him in his jaws, and run away with him: 


ſo - but I hate the application 


of a ſimile. 


Thus you ſee, Madam, I have pre- 
ſumed on your good nature, and teazed 
you with an unfaſhionable long letter, 
So vain a creature is man, that the 
ſmalleſt complaiſance warms his pre- 


ſumption : and becauſe you have the 


goodneſs to forgive one fault, I could not 


forbear provoking you with a greater. 
But though there is nothing entertain- 
ing in what I can write, to excuſe the 


imper- 
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Mapan, 
Humble ſervant, 
'E 
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I hope 
from a deſire to pleaſe you, will 


make you willing to accept even Trifles 


Your moſt obedient, 


impertinence, yet 


32 
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EST TEK. 


To Mrs. S AI NDS. 


MADAM, 


Y Lord has commanded me to 
write to you. He hath the moſt 


melancholy excuſe for not doing it him- 
ſelf, that ever a poor father had. He 
hath loſt his ſecond ſon, the clergyman“, 


Who was the delight and honour of his 


father, and beloved by all mankind. I 
have loſt a friend, in whom I had placed 


* EpwarD TALBOT, Archdeacon of Berks, to 
whoſe friendſhip Dr. RuNnDLE owed his introduc- 
tion to the family, and conſequent promotion. He 
died 1720, Very honourable mention is made of 
him in the Life of Archbiſhop SECKER, by Drs. 
PoRTEOUS and STINTON, publiſhed in 1770. 
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all the comfort and happineſs of my 
life. I never had a thought of plea- 
ſure, to which his company and conver- 
ſation did not contribute the greateſt and 
moſt amiable part. He gave a reliſh 
to all my expectations. Perhaps there 
may have been many ſuperior to him in 
learnipg; ſome few his equals in abili- 
ties, who have had the ſame accuracy 
of judgment, the ſame diſcernment, the 
{ame clearneſs of thought; but what a 
divine world would this be, were there 
any numbers that had his ſweetneſs of 
temper, his ſincerity, his love for vir- 
tue! He loved nothing elſe !-—The 
whole ambition of his life was to make 
others happy : he valued his abilities 
only as they could contribute to that 
God-like end. His converſation had as 
much ſpirit and wit, joined with as 

much 
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| much right ſenſe and inſtruction, as ever, 
when ſingle, made men deſired for their 
company: yet he valued theſe in him- 
ſelf, not as they made him beloved and 
praiſed by all, but his own ſhare of the 
ſatisfaction aroſe from the thought that 
he entertained others, not from any ſu- 
periority over others on that account. 
My heart is full of affection for him. 
Nothing can be ſaid equal to his merit ; 
or can I expreſs my grief for his loſs. 
We lived together ten years in the moſt 
tender and endeared friendſhip. When 
in the ſame place, our ſouls were open to 
each other in converſation ; we thought 
aloud. When abſent, our letters were 
the pictures of our ſouls, and every poſt 
we converſed. I had no pleaſure but 
what his friendſhip gave me. 
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I beg pardon, Madam, for my talk- 


ing ſo much of my own ſelf and my ſor- 


rows, when I ſhould be begging your 
aſſiſtance by a kind letter, to comfort 
my poor Lord. So much, perhaps, you 
may learn from this letter, that I am 
unable to do it myſelf; and therefore it 
may induce you to haſten your charity. 
I put on a forced eaſineſs and chearful- 
neſs when in his company, and make my 
looks belie my heart ; but when I retire, 


TI am glad to indulge my grief. I loved 


him; I think all that knew me will ſay 
that I loved nothing elſe. But I muſt 
beg your excuſe, Madam, that I ſhould 
let my concern overflow, when I ought 
to be entertaining you; but I am ſure 
you are ſenſible. of the pleaſure of friend- 
ſhip, and can forgive rudeneſſes which 


are 
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are cauſed by ſuch a virtue. It is the 


only virtue that I can boaſt my heart 
was ſincerely full of. 


Mapan, 


Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE. 
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LETTER Fi. 


To Mrs. S AND TS. 
MaDam, Dec. 1728. 


SEND you now, at laſt, the Serpents, 
which ought to have been with you 
long fince ; but being willing that you 
ſhould have them in greater perfection 
than I could draw them myſelf, I defer- 
red it till I had this opportunity of having 
them ſketched out by a great maſter. I 
confeſs it was a vanity in me to be unwil- 
ling to have my wretched drawing ſeen; 
but the fault hath been, as faults always 
are, ſeverely puniſhed by itſelf in depriv- 
ing me ſo long of the pleaſure of writing 
to you. I do not forget your other com- 
Mp ; mands ; 
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mands; and the works of Lord 


SHAFTSBURY, and CHAMBERS'S Dif;- 


onary, ſhall be ſent to you as ſoon as I 


can get them bound. There is a formal 
anſwer to that noble Lord juſt publiſhed 
by the author of, and under the name of 
a ſecond part of the Fable of the Bees *, 
who hath tried to dreſs up the uncom- 
fortable ſcheme of Honzs in wit and hu- 
mour to make it palatable. It ſeems the 
Peer hath miſrepreſented human nature, 
and endeavoured to ſhew, that unpolluted 
by ill education and bad habits, we were 
formed with inclinations to virtue : that 
the ſelf-denial, which religion required, 
was only a reſtraint of thoſe bad deſires, 
which irregularity, and the indulgence of 


* CHAMBERs's DiFionary was publiſhed late in 
1727. The ſecond part of the Fable of the Bees, by 
Dr. MANDEVILLE, in Dec. 1728. 
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unexamined pleaſures, had made dear to 
us; but not rooting up any of thoſe ori- 
ginal and genuine affections implanted by 
him who made us. But this ſcheme, for- 
ſooth, is nothing but the offspring of va- 
nity and eaſe; God made us naturally 
(we are taught) unſocial, and inflamed 
our hearts with moſt extravagant paſſi- 
ons; pride, ſelfiſhneſs, demineering, re- 
venge, envy, malice, and the whole ſiſter- 
hood of furies, had, by the author of na- 
ture, their abode aſſigned them in the 
human breaſt; and it was wiſe (fad wiſ- 
dom) to make us ſuch wretches to carry 
on the ſcheme of providence : that virtue 
conſiſts in deſtroying theſe monſters 
formed by the hand of Heaven ! what, 
Sir, is virtue undoing that, which was 
wiſe in God to implant in our natures ? 
If the affairs of this world cannot be ma- 


naged 
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naged unleſs he had tinctured our temper 
with this bent to what is ill; can it be 
duty and commendable, to act againſt 
his intention, and be wiſer than his wiſ- 
dom? You ſay, vanity is the ſource of 
almoſt all human actions, and you rightly 
explain it to conſiſt in a deſire of being 
eſteemed by others. Very well, Sir, if I 
am not made ſocial by nature, how comes 
it that the eſteem of others is ſo dear to 
me? cannot I even ſurfeit my five ſenſes 
as well, if they havean ill, as if they have 
a great opinion of me? You acknow- 
ledge that this pride, as you call it often, 
1s ſuperior to the ſtrongeſt affections, and 
able to extinguiſh the love of life itſelf ; 
is it not the very ſocial tie, therefore, you 
are writing againſt? and doth not this 
argument, which you bring ſo pompouſly 
to deſtroy the foundation of virtue in our 


nature, 
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nature, turn, as the elephants did of old, 
and trample down the friends that brought 
them to the war? I would aſk him theſe 
few queſtions, had I the misfortune to 
meet one of thoſe who glory in having an 
unfriendly heart; though, I doubt not, 
but they themſelves belie their own feel- 
ing, and are more humane and worthy 
than they fancy themſelves; but the 
great quarrel I have againſt this writer 1s, 
that he ſets out as a defender of Chriſti- 
anity againſt the heathen virtue as he calls 
it, of Lord SHarTsBURY. He repreſents 
God, as filling the world himſelf, with 
monſters, and then getting an HERCULES 
to deſtroy them, as Joun DRVDEN doth 
his JuerTER ; but nothing can be ſo inju- 
rious to our religion, as to build it on a 
foundation that doth ſuch diſhonour to 
the Creator. It is true, Lord SRHAFTS- 


BURY 
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BURY, from not underftanding our reli- 
gion, had prejudices . againſt it; and 
wretched theologers had deſcribed it in 
ſo unlovely figures, that he could not 
believe any evidence which was pro- 
duced, to prove that to be beautiful and 
divine, which he ſhuddered at. But 
woe to thoſe, by whom ſuch offences 
come | | 


Chriſtianity is ſo amiable in itſelf, that 
what PLaTo ſays of Virtue, is true of 
it; that if it is beheld in its native 
charms, every man would be in love 
with it. But Carvin, and ſuch wri- 
ters, dreſs up our religion as perſecutors 
did the old Chriſtians, in diſguiſe of 


monſters; and then it is no wonder if 


others fall upon, and endeavour to tear 


it to pieces. But if the maſk was taken 
| off 
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off, all would reverence and love the 
light which would irradiate from it. 


It is true that Lord SHarTsBURY was 
betrayed into infidelity, which preju- 
dices numbers againſt his excellent diſ- 
courſes on virtue: but his diſcourſe on 
Virtue affords ſuch proofs of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, as he would have ſub- 


mitted to, had they been pointed out to 
him. He had alſo the misfortune to 
live before the philoſophy of Perſon was 


generally known; and Ds CarTzs, 
whom he unhappily ſtudied, perplexed 
him with cob-web metaphyſicks, and 
made him puzzle himſelf, though he 
will not his readers; but notwithſtand- 
ing his faults, he is a polite and truly 
an inſtructive reader. Give me leave to 
hint at a method of reading him, which 
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will throw a light on all he ſays. In the 
ſecond Treatiſe of the ſecond volume, 
there is a chapter which he calls a Philo- 
ſopbical Sermon; that ſhould firſt be care- 
fully read, and fully underſtood, which 
leads one to ſtudy next the Inquiry, 
which is the firſt treatiſe in the ſecond 
volume; and then the whole treatiſe 
following, it will greatly entertain. Af- 
ter them, the laſt in the firſt volume, 
then the ſecond, and then the firſt trea- 
tiſe. It was right for him to place them 
in the order in which they appear but 
this is a clew that leads wich eaſe thro 
the artful difficulties, with which he 
rightly guarded his diſcourſes. He was 
reſolved not to be careleſsly read, hike 
a pamphlet. He impoſed the duty of 
thinking, on all who would be rewarded 


with underſtanding him. 
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In the ſpring I flatter myſelf that 1 
ſhall be able to pay my reſpects to you 
at Miſerden; and I will amuſe you one 
evening with explaining thoſe hierogly- 
phic pictures, which contain a ſummary 
of each treatiſe. 


Yeſterday the Prince received his pa- 
tent“ for the Principality of Wales. He 
is one univerſally beloved in the town. 
He hath good ſenſe, and a happy in- 
fluency in expreſſing it. He is generous 
and compaſſionate; and knows how to 
familiarize his greatneſs, and make it 


more amiable, without making it leſs 


* This circumſtance fixes this letter to December 
1728. Prince FREDERI1C arrived in London on the 
4th of December, and the next day appeared at 
St. James's, On the 18th he was ſworn of the 
Privy Council, created Prince of Wales, and Earl 


of Cheſter. 
awful. 
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awful. He is ſprightly beyond all 
things; and 1s above the mean: ſpirited 
ſullenneſs that often hath been miſtaken 
for majeſty; and he ſeems to think the 
way to be beloved, is to ſhew in reality 
good qualities, inſtead of requiring peo- 
ple to believe he hath them, by con- 
cealing himſelf from their knowledge, 
and demanding a belief of what they do 
not ſee. He is ſenſible this age is not 
much addicted to receive myſteries; and 
people will not now make compliments 
of their underſtanding to their governors, 
when they ſcruple to do it to religion. 
Popery, in politicks, is as inconſiſtent 
with Proteſtant liberty, as with the Pro- 
teſtant religion. As to his perſon, he 
hath a boyiſh look, rather genteel than 
handſome. His countenance, not his 
features, is his beauty ; but the light of 


good 
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good ſenſe, and, what is better, good- 
nature, ſparkling and intermingling their 
brightneſs in the face, is infinitely more 
amiable and affecting, than any mixture 
of colours in a complexion, or any pro- 
per proportion of the features. PlAro 
rightly ſays, that beauty 1s only the ſoul 
and temper made viſible; and if that is 
true, how delightful is the grace which 
flows from the ſocial and ſweet virtues, 
ſpeaking aloud the worth of him who is 
full of them. He is ſoon to be married 
to the Princeſs of Prufſia, to the joy of 
the nation, and the ſecurity of the maids 
of honour; for it is ſaid he is naturally 


amorous, tho' his diſcretion commands 


” 


but diſcretion: of that kind is an un- 
faſhionable treacherous virtue at courts, 
and not to be depended on : marriage is 
the only guard; and that is often found 


there, to be but a weak one. There 
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There is no talk of the Prince of 
Pruffia's * taking one of the ſiſters: on 
the contrary, it is reported, that he hath 
deſigns to marry an Archducheſs of the 
Empire. If fo, the Proteſtant religion 
will fink in Germany ; for that alliance 
cannot be purchaſed with leſs price than 
being a convert. The family of Sax- 
ony, the firſt that embraced, firſt re- 
nounced it! and if this ſhould follow, 
it will be ſad indeed! Have the Pro- 
teſtants made ſo bad uſe of the light 
which was beſtowed on them, as to de- 
ſerve the puniſhment from Providence, 
of being funk once more into the black- 


neſs and darkneſs of ſuperſtition armed 


with tyranny! That general and pro- 
fane indifference to religion, that is ſo 
much every where the faſhion, foretels 


* FREDERIC III. late King of Prufta. 
| E little 
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little reſiſtance to the attempts of the art 
and united power of Popery, when it 
ſhall again exert itſelf. The bulk of the 
people will have religion in their hearts, 
not in their heads, when. they have any 
at all: and if their zeal againſt idolatry 
is quenched, and their regard to public 
religion weakened by examples of your 
neighbouring ſuperiors, all that inſpired 
them to withſtand Popery, thro' dan- 
gers, will be over. For we are all form- 
ed (the vulgar more eſpecially) to live 
by imitation; and if they are ſeduced 
to have no love for one religion, they 
will ſoon loſe all hatred to another. How 
were the populace animated with a glo- 
rious ſpirit for 40 years together, after 
the Reformation, Againſt the rattles and 
play- things with which the Papiſts think 
to bring Go into humour with them, 

and 
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and make him pardon the neglect of a 
good life, on the account of ſuch religious 
flattery; but then the blaze was out, 
and the fire burnt down by degrees, till 
now it is ſo nearly ſpent, that there is 
ſcarcely enough left even to make the 
world ſo much as luke-warm. 


I beg pardon heartily for theſe grave 
and unepiſtolary reflections. I hope 
hereafter to make amends, and ſhine in 
the ornaments of news and chit-chat ; 
but at preſent I am unable, I confeſs, 
ſo much as to entertain you with an ac- 
count that my Lord is extremely well ; 
for I think he is lightly indiſpoſed, tho” 
not ſo much as to keep him within 
doors; but what conſtitution can ſup- 
port, unaffected, theſe ſudden changes 
of weather. Mrs. TALBOT hath a little 
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of the gout ; but had ſhe not, ſhe could 
not be well whilſt my Lord is troubled 
with any, even a trifling, diſorder. Our 
friends are ſtill at Afdown Park ; but 
we expect them on Monday. _ You 
know how our friends in the North are, 
from better authority than mine ; for 
deareſt KitTy * ſays, ſhe wrote to you 
lately. 

If, Madam, you have any commands 
in this place, I ſhall eſteem it a great 
honour to receive them; and ſhall receive 
the greateſt pleaſure from obeying them; 
for no one hath a juſter value for you, 
or ſhould be more glad to expreſs it, 
than, Mapa, 

Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 
T. RUNDLE. 


* Miſs CATHERINE TALBOT, only child of the 
Archdeacon ; afterwards ungularly eminent for 
virtue and literature. - 

I. E T- 
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r 02-18; 


. 


MADAM, March, 1728-29, 


WAS aſhamed to thank you for the 

honour of your letter, till I could aſ- 
ſure you that I had executed your com- 
mands ; and though my bookſeller ſent 
me word yeſterday, that thoſe, then or- 
dered, were gone from London, I would 
have deferred giving notice, till another 
poſt, rather than have written in ſo great 
an hurry, unleſs my Lord had laid his po- 
ſitive commands on me to let you know 
this very evening, that he is extremely 


uneaſy at not having heard from you for 


the laſt month. I beg you, therefore, 


E 3 Madam, 
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Madam, to look on this as a letter from 
his ſecretary, and expect that I pay the 
great debt of civility which I owe you, in 
a more careful and reſpectful manner, 
which I ſhall moſt certainly do very ſoon. 
But how great ſoever the hurry is in 
which I write, I cannot omit telling you 
the late accident at Court, which 1s now 
the ſubject of all converſation. You have 
read to be ſure the Beggar's Opera; the 
ſucceſs of it encouraged the poet to write 
a ſequel to it, in which Macknzar the 
highwayman is repreſented as advanced 
to be the treaſurer of a gang of pirates, 
makes faſhionable uſe of his truſt, and is 
at laſt pulled to pieces; it is writ with 
{pirit and fatire, the wit is new, the hu- 
mour gay, and the reflections pointed at 
high life. This alarmed the men in 
power; it was thought a reflection, or if 
not 
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not deſigned, the party people would ap- 1 
ply it; and therefore, it was diſcreetly for- | 1 
bid being acted; I ſay diſcreetly, for who 0 
can ſupport the laugh againſt him? You | \ 
well know that the Clouds of ArisTo- | 
* PHANES occalioned the death of So- 


CRATES by its ridicule; and as much an 


advocate as I am for Miniſters, I cannot | 
flatter them ſo much as toſay, they have ö f 
more innocence and virtue than that Mar- 1 
tyr for the religion of nature. This to be | | 
ſure quite irritated the town; they would 


have their diverſion come what would of 
it; and tried every way to get the refuſal 
recalled, but in vain. At the head of 
thoſe ſolicitors appeared the Dutcheſs of 


— —_———y — — — — —— — - — 
> A — — 


QurkNs BURY; ſhe ſummoned. all her 
beauty to her aid to ſupport her favourite 
author Gay, a good natured harmleſs 


— W — 


| 

; 

| 

j 
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creature, who meant no mortal injury, no 
1 not 
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not a ſtateſman, though others might uſe, 
perhaps, his name, to publiſh their own 
ſmartneſs in diſguiſe. Her patronage 
was in vain. The play was not ever to 
be performed. But if not acted, they 
were reſolved to print it ; and try by ſub- 
ſcriptions to make up his loſs of a third 
day. The ſame Lady, with charms that 
pever before could beg in vain, intreats 
every toupee and every patriot or politi- 
cian for the encouragement of a guinea, 
and her ſucceſs was beyond her hope. 
She ſolicited the people at Court with all 
the inſolence of a fine face, and ſolicited 
not only in the Court, but the very King 
and Queen themſelves *, to contribute to 
publiſh 


* Gay, in a letter to Swirr, dated March 
18, 1728-29, ſays, © you may, undoubtedly have 
heard, that the Ducheſs took up my defenſe with 

the 
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publiſh what they had before condemned. 


This was rightly reſented; and the Vice- 
Chamberlain commanded to forbid her 


the King and Queen, in the cauſe of my play, and 
that ſhe hath been forbid the Court, for intereſting 
herſelf to increaſe my fortune, by the publication 
of it, without being acted, The Duke too, hath 
given up hisemployment (which he would have done 
if the Ducheſs had not met with this treatment) 


upon account of ill uſage from the Miniſters, but 


this haſtened him in what he had determined. The 


play is now almoſt printed with the muſic, words, 


and baſſes, engraved on thirty-one copper plates, 
which by my friends aſſiſtance hath a probability to 
turn out greatly to my advantage. The Ducheſs of 
MARLBOROUGH gave me 100l. for one copy, and 
others have contributed very handſomely ; but as 


my account is not yet ſettled, I cannot tell you par- 


ticulars.“ 

After a lapſe of forty- eight years, Mr. Col ux, 
in 1777, produced“ Polly” at the Haymarket 
Theatre, where it was acted eight times, and the ſame 
Ducheſs of QUEeEnsBURY was preſent at each re- 


preſentation. She ſurvived but a few weeks. 


the 
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the Court. He went with unwilling obe- 
dience, and performed with utmoſt civi- 
lity, the uneaſy duty, and with ſuch 
good-breeding ſoftened the meſſage as to 
pleaſe and oblige, whilſt he gave the of- 
fence. The Lady in all the haughtineſs of 
conſcious beauty, returned an anſwer, 
but leſt it ſhould be miſinterpreted deli- 
vered it in writing. She was ſurpriſed 
and pleaſed at the meſſage to her; ſhe 
never came to the Court for her own 
pleaſure, but to pay civility to the King 
and Queen, and ſhe doubted not but ſuch 
unprecedented a proceeding would ſoon 
make the Court as thin as their Majeſ- 
ties ſeemed to wiſh it. If none were to 
appear there but thoſe who would deceive 


and impoſe on them, and it was to be 


judged a crime to protect merit and in- 
nocence, ſhe was not diſpleaſed at being 
forbid—— 
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forbid——ir was to this effect. The 
next morning, the Duke went and re- 
ſigned his poſt of Lord High Admiral of 
Scotlend; and the Ducheſs had near ſeven 
hundred of the firſt quality that day to 
comfort her in this diſgrace, at her levee. 
The town takes party in this affair; the 
poets appear for their patroneſs, and wit 
1s every day drawn in defence of the fair 
one. I have only juſt time to tell you 
the fact; you can, better than I, judge 


of the prudence of him who adviſed the 


King, and ſet his wit againſt a woman. 
The higheſt crime that could be com- 
mitted leſs than treaſon, they ſay, could 
not have been puniſhed ſeverer; and 
others add, that ſupporting a ſatire on a 
prime Miniſter, is the greateſt that can be 
committed next to treaſon. I have writ 
this in ſo much haſte, that I fear you will 


not 
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not be able to read it, but if you will par- 
don this fault, then I fear it will only en- 


courage me to be guilty in the ſame way 


more frequently ; but the oftener I offend, 
the oftener you will have an opportunity of 


exerciſing your goodneſs ; and if I cannot 
give you pleaſure from what I write, I 


ſhall, by that, for no perſon ever practiſed 
a virtue, but was happy when he did it. 


I am, Mapan, 
Your moſt obliged, 
 Moit obedient, moſt humble ſervant, 


T. d 


L E T- 
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To Mrs. $S AND ZS. 


MADAN, 1729, 


Y Lord commands me to write 


to you this moment, and ſecond 
his invitation ; to repeat the account he 
ſent you of the unhealthineſs of the coun- 
try where you are, and aſſure you how 
cordial the air is at New/ted. I would 
have gladly refuſed being employed, in 
what I cannot execute without the high- 
eſt vanity. It is impoſſible for any one 
to prevail, if my Lord is unable to do 
it; and Mrs. Sax Ds hath too much 
good ſenſe to be influenced by any ar- 
guments, if thoſe he hath urged are un- 


ſucceſsful 3 
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ſucceſsful : therefore, Madam, in great 
reſpect to him and you, I write ; but ab- 
ſolutely omit the buſineſs for which I am 
commanded to do ſo; and am confident 
he will ſoon find by your letter, that 
you have determined to make them 
happy, as ſoon as they retire to Surry. 


I own I feel a paſſion riſing in me, 
that I am not often acquainted with, 
that of Enuy; and I ſhall, with the ut- 
moſt regret, go into the North, to do 
my duty there; when I ſhall loſe the 
ſatisfaction of enjoying a converſation, 
as delightful as the beſt ſenſe, the moſt 
ſprightly wit, and uncommon turn of 
knowledge and humour mingled, ever 
made any. But, Madam, I ſhall be 
proud of myſelf, when I conſider that 
ſuch a temptation (a temptation that 1s 

even 
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even becoming the higheſt wiſdom and 
virtue to yield to) cannot perſuade me 
to neglect the ſolitary uncomfortable 
duty of retiring and ſpending my time 
in that place, whither J am called by an 
obligation that I cannot neglect, tho”, 
perhaps, I may deſerve to be laughed 
at for my ſcrupling it. 


Had not my Lord obliged me to 
write immediately, I would have ſent 
you ' PoLLy ; but will not omit it an- 
other poſt. It is praiſed and railed at 
moſt extremely ; but all people join in 
aſking, where was the offence. The 
friends of the Miniſter's aver it is impoſ- 
fible that any can be ſo audacious as to 


imagine that there is the leaſt reſem- 


blance ——But why was it forbidden? 
Who. refuſed its being ated? Who 
exclaimed 
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exclaimed againſt it as an odious and 
plain parallel ? They rightly ſay, they ſee 
not the leaſt likeneſs ;—nor perhaps can 
you, Madam, or I :—But thoſe that for- 
bad it, thought they did; and it is hard, 
ſince they are willing to compliment great 
men with every virtue, they ſhould deny 
them that perfection, which ancient ora- 
cles pronounced to be moſt noble, that 
of knowing ibemſelves. But it is gene- 
rally eſteem here to be an agreeable and 
an inſtructive performance. It hath leſs 
humour, the wit either not ſo ſprightly, 
or at leaſt not quite ſo new, and there- 
fore not ſo ſurprifing (which is requiſite 
to make it of the higheſt ſpirit). The 
ſongs not ſo jocular, but yet not pointed 
and ſmart enough ; but there is incom- 
parably more ſenſe, ſome better cha- 


racters, and a juſter ſenſe of virtue, than 


- 
* 


In 
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f 
in the former. The plot is a novel well 
conducted; and perhaps it is no diſ- 
pleaſing ſatire to ſee an Indian nation, | 
whoſe nature 1s unpolluted with the re- ö 


finements of wealth, and the arts of 
luxury and traffick, ſo ſenſible to the f 
generous maxims that the Author of | 
our hearts originally impreſt upon it. 

It may be a ſevere ſatire on us and our | 
improvements, and our politeneſs, and 1 
our preaching ; but (pardon the expreſ- 1 
fion, which J ſee is offenſive in its ſound) 
it is a panegyric on the Author of Na- 
ture, and ſhews what he made us, and 


what we have made ourſelves. Some 

think that this piece (as the Viper and 

Scorpion carry a cure of themſelves for | 
their own poiſon) affords a balm for the 
wounds which the ſting of the former 
part inflicted on morality. I hope this 
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is not a reaſon for ſo many people's rail- 
ing at It, 


I beg pardon for preſuming to write 
in ſuch haſte; but I am a ſloven, and 
always was one, and ever ſhall be one; 
and I, as the reſt of the world do in 
their prayers, ſhall to my friends be ever 
confeſſing, beg pardon, receive it, and 
be never the better for it; but rather har- 
dened in negligence, by finding mercy 
to be had for aſking. But with all my 
faults, I take care inſincerity ſhall never 


be one of them; and I am ſure I never 
was in leſs danger of being guilty, than 


when I ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 
T..KUNDLE. 


L'E T- 
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MaDaM, March, 1729. 


EVER man was fo conſtantly diſ- 
appointed in any hope, as I have 
been in the expectation of leiſure to 
write to you a letter that you could 
read ; but I find I flatter myſelf in vain. 
This town condemns me to an everlaſt- 
ing hurry of doing nothing. I ſquan- 
der my hours, without any enjoyment 
to myſelf, or civility to my friends; 
and if J am aſked, how I conſume my 


time, I am unable to ſtutter out an ex- 


cuſe that every one will not blame me 
for ; and for which I blame myſelf more 
than they can cenſure me. But I am 

5 2 reſolved 


reſolved to ſeize this moment, the only 
one I can call my own, and bid my pen 
gallop along the paper as faſt as poſ- 
ſible, leſt I ſhould be interrupted ; 
chuſing rather to be blamed for writ- 
ing illegibly and unintelligibly in haſte, 
than be ſuſpected for forgetting the 
thanks I owe to you, Madam, for the 


honour of your correſpondence. It is 


a ſort of vicious pride, to be fond of the 
character of an agreeable correſpondent, 
at the expence of that of an honeſt one; 
and I deſire to be thought a ſloven and 
dull, rather than inſenſible and unjuſt 


to the favours I have received from you. 


It is impoſſible for you, Madam, not 


to feel pleaſure, as well as pain, from 
the noble ſpirit ſhewn by the Houſe of 


Commons, in their inquiries into the 


management 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 69 


treſs in them is ſo great, that words can- 
not deſcribe it to you. To ſay that the 
cruelties of an inquiſition to their pri- 


ſoners 


* Mr. OGLETHORPE, having been informed of 
the ſhocking crueltiewand oppreſſions exerciſed by 
gaolers upon their priſoners, moved for an exami- 
nation into theſe practices, and was choſen Chair. 
man of a Committee appointed to enquire into the 
State of the Gaols in this kingdom. They begun 
with the Fleet Priſon, which they viſited in a body. 
There they found Sir W1LLIAam Rich, Bart. 
loaded with irons, by order of BAMBRIDGE, the 
warden, to whom he had given ſome ſlight cauſe 
of offence. They diſcovered many inhuman barba- 
rities, which had been committed by that ruffian, 


and detected the moſt iniquitous ſcenes of fraud, 


rapine, and extortion. When their report was 


made to the Houſe, they unanimouſly refolved that 
T. BaMBRIDGE was guilty of high crimes in the 
execution of his office. T. Huccins was like- 


wiſe convicted of the ſame offence, Upon a peti- 


F 3 tion 


management of the jails *. The diſ- 
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ſoners is mercy to it, is but deceiving 
you with an idea that doth not reach to 
half the unexampled, unhiſtoried wretch- 
edneſs, that fifty thouſand ſuffer in our 
priſons, for no fault but poverty ; which 
often may ariſe from an innocent care- 
leſſneſs; often from afflictions of mis- 
fortunes, by the beſt cMe not to be pre- 


vented ; often from worth, and generous 


aſſiſtance of friends, of children, of a fa- 
ther in diſtreſs. A poor wretch, who, 
out of the abundance of his heart, ſpoke 


tion to the King for their proſecution, an act paſſed 
for the better regulation of the Fleer. SMOLLET'S | 
Hiſtory of England, vol. x. p. 348. 

Though the gaolers were by theſe means re- 
ſtrained from former enormities, the priſons long 
remained a ſcandal to a refined nation, in reſpect 
of accommodation and conſtruction. The benevo- 
lent theories of the humane Howarp, have ſince 
been adapted by the Magiſtrates of ſome counties, 
10 their eternal honour, 


what 
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what he had felt, encouraged by the aſ- 
ſurances given him by the gentlemen 
deputed by the Parliament, that the 
tyrant and tormentor ſhould have no 


longer power over them, was thrown 


into ſuch terrors by a turnkey's ſaying, 
that he would be reſtored again, that in 
agony he fell down dead at their feet, 
and blood guſhed out of his eyes, and 
from his fingers. In one room of 13 


by 15 feet, 50 priſoners are confined, 


to live and have their being; I could 
not borrow the word and move alſo, be- 
cauſe that is quite impoſſible. When 
they fleep, hammock is hung over ham- 
mock ; and the poor creatures are piled 


over each other, amidſt ordure and 
ſtench, gathered by ſucceſſive ages. Is 
this a land of liberty! Is this iſland, this 
government the boaſt of human nature, 

F 4 that 
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that can ſuffer ſuch miſeries, ſuch aban- 
doned abuſes of their unhappy, unguilty 
ſubjects to be unreformed in its miſe- 
ries, which perſecutors and abſolute ty- 
rants never inflicted on thoſe whom their 
ſuperſtition or jealouſy made them hate 
or fear! But why do I now exclaim 
I have not yet mentioned the half of the 
cruelty: this I have mentioned is a 
mere nothing. You could not bear to 
read what the jailors act on thoſe, who 
cannot pacify their avarice with money. 
A young man, thruſt for no large debt 
into priſon, who had never had the ſmall 
pox, was threatened to be put into a 
bed with one ill of it, unleſs he would 
give the monſter that ruled there, more 
than half of what would have paid the 
debt. He refuſed ; for he had it not 
to give: what he had, what he could 

1 
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beg and borrow from his friends, he of- 
fered; it amounted to eight guineas. 
The villain, in diabolical infolence of 
office, ſcoffed at his gold, and his tears; 
confined him with the ſick perſon: he 
caught the diſtemper, and died. —An- 
other was deſtroyed yet more inhumanly: 
but I will not imitate the cruelty I am 
deſcribing; for to one of your compaſ- 
ſion, a repreſentation of miſery gives 
miſery ; and the only cordial to ſupport 
under it, is the knowledge that the un- 
happy will be ſoon relieved. The Com- 
mittee will print the report. It will be 
a diſhonour to our nation, to have fo- 
reigners acquainted with barbarities, that 
their very tyrants would have horror at 
the thought of being guilty of. But it 
will be an honour at the ſame time to 
this age, that it is fo zealous to put an 
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end to them. It is impoſſible that our 
Judges ſhould have ever ſuſpected how 
ſhocking the management of the Jails 
hath been; but the unhappy perquiſite 
of receiving (I think) annual gifts from 
the jailors, and a determination they 
were betrayed to give in favour of BRu- 
BRIDGE, Who was tried for abuſing a pri- 
ſoner of quality (Sir WiLLiam Rica) 
hath opened the mouths of people to 
abuſe thoſe, on whoſe honour and con- 
fidence in them, the quiet of the nation 
depends ; becauſe on their integrity and 
impartial regard to juſtice, depend the 
lives and fortunes of the whole people. 
To the uprightneſs of Weſtminſter- Hall 
is owing the preſent peace and eaſe, and 
liberty of the nation, The bench was 
never honoured with men of greater abi- 
lity or virtue, than now; and, there- 


fore, 
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fore, it is unhappy that this clamour 
ſhould now happen: No: Perhaps it 


is fortunate that it happens whilſt ſuch 


adorn it. It is their unſuſpected integrity 
that could alone, on ſuch an occaſion, 
prevent men, in their honeſt indignation 
againſt the cruelty of jailers, from falling 


on perſons, and forgetting by that, to 


remedy the faults; but revenge never 
was of ſervice. 


The juſt and unfeigned reſpect men 


bear to the worth of the bench, now 
make them with a ſort of ſullen upbraid- 


ing in half ſilence, refuſe to enquire far- 


ther into the origin of ſuch bad fees, and 


reſolve to deſtroy them for the future. 
But to refreſh you, Madam, with chit 
chat more agreeable than this, I have 
taken the liberty to put you into the liſt 


of | 
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of ſubſcribers for THomeyson's Poems“, 
for which I beg your pardon ; but I know 
your taſte, and am ſure you will give it 
me. When a man of genius employs his 
muſe to make virtue agreeable, the ſin- 
gularity is merit. And why ſhould not 
we be as zealous to encourage the honeſt 
labour, as others are to reward the muſes 
when proſtituted to indulge the paſſions, 
and be bawds to diſhoneſt pleaſures. He 


% THOMPSON's credit was now high, and every 
day brought him new friends, among others, Dr. 
RuNDLE, a man afterwards unfortunately famous, 
fought his acquaintance, and found his qualities 
ſuch, that he recommended him to the Lord Chan- 
cellor TALBOT. He was not long afterwards ſent 
by the influence of Dr. RuNnDLE, to travel with 
Mr. CHarLes TaLlBoT the Chancellor's eldeſt 
ſon.” See JoaNnsON's Lives, Vol, iv. p. 256, 
259- | | 

His works colleCted, in conſequence of this ſub- 


ſcription, were publiſhed in 1730. 


hath 
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hath certainly a genius, his numbers are 
harmonious; his language ſtrong, but 
inaccurate ; his ſentiments juſt, ſhort and 
touching, becauſe only the dictates of 
the heart, which even the vicious feel to 
be true, in ſpite of their labour to quench 
the light and natural inſpiration in their 
ſouls. Nature and its explainer, and its 
author are his themes ; what indeed could 
without prophaneneſs be joined to the 
praiſes of the Great Creator, but his 
works and NEwTON; his works are his 
words; he ſpeaks his ſublime wiſdom 


and goodneſs to us in them, and New- 
TON is his interpreter. The poet de- 


ſcribes the various ſcenes of the year with 


all its contraſt of landſkip agreeably ; and 
now and then inſerts a digreſſion of a 
ſhort ſtory, which relieves from the uni- 
formity of the proſpect, and ſeems as 


figures 
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figures 1n the works.of that ſort of pain- 
ters, to give life and action to what is in 
itſelf merely inanimate; the rocks, and 
groves, and ſtreams, are indeed, the 
principal and intended part of the per- 
formance. But thoſe other beauties 
hinder the eye from being fatigued, and 
heighten and recommend the parts, 
which are firſt and chief in deſigns of 
this nature. He hath every qualifica- 
tion to make a compleat writer, but 
learning; and of that, he hath more than 
moſt of our poetical writers. For alas ! 
the philoſophers of old, were only ad- 
mitted to the converſation of the muſes, 
and plays were works of a ſublime and 
ſacred nature. Learning was neceſſary 
in the writer, and it was learning and in- 
ſtruction to read them. But now the 
muſes are grown coquettes; and boys and 


rakes 
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rakes have been their only minions. 
The wiſe who valued reputation, have 
been aſhamed to aſſiſt them; and it was 
almoſt a proof that a man wanted virtue, 


to ſay he had been often ſeen in their com- 


pany ; and downright diſhonour to own a 


friendſhip with them. If he reforms 
theſe amiable dames, and gives them 
once more a taſte above delighting in 
trifles, and perſuades them no longer to 
be the diſhonourable hand-maids of diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, he will deſerve our eſteem, 


and what we eſteem, we ſhould reward ; 


as far at leaſt, as by giving ſuch a man 


the countenance of our names, in a ſub- 
ſcription. By this time you have read 
the Inquiry; methinks, I could venture 
the diſreputation of preaching in a letter 
to you, on that ſubject, and ſhew—but 
I have not room at preſent, to be gravely 


impertinent. 
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impertinent. My Lord hath commanded 
me to incloſe their reſolutions, and to ſay, 
that he hath ſent another volume of Ra- 
PIN, and that ſecures you for a poſt or 
two at leaſt, from an enormous quantity 
of unprecedented theology. Forgive, 


Madam, the careleſſneſs, with which this 


hath been written; it is no excuſe to ſay 
a thing was written in the utmoſt haſte, 
becauſe whatever is not neceſſary, but 
done on choice, ſhould be well done, or 
not at all; but I confeſs, that I never 
think that merely voluntary, which 1 


cannot omit without breach of a duty ; 


for I eſteem an obligation of the higheſt 
ſort, whatever is commanded by friend- 
ſhip. The rich, indeed, in voluntary. 
ſacrifices, ought not to be excuſed, if 
they offer leſs than a hecatomb ; but the 
bounden duty 1s acceptable, if only in 


token 


DR. THOMAS RUNDLE. 87 


token of a grateful mind. There is pre- 
ſented a pair of turtle doves, poverty | 
makes the meaneſt acknowledgment, a | 
generous offering; and I am poor in | 


time, though I am entirely idle, but 
idleneſs hath its ſtated indiſpenſable du- 
ties, as well as buſineſs. But whenever 1 
can call an hour my own, I will tire 
you with it; a very noble reward truly 
for your former goodneſs in p ardoning 
the trouble already given you by, 


Fluoour moſt obedient, 
Mioſt humble ſervant, 
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Mapan,. May, 1729. 1 


DO not write to entertain you, Poor 

Dr. CLARKE is dying“. This morn- 
ing we thought him out of danger; but 
now he is going to his Newrox. | He 
is above our pity. It is ſelfiſhneſs to 
lament him ; but a ſelfiſhneſs that a man 
cannot love virtue without feeling. My 
heart is big with concern and tender- 


* Dr, CtaRRE died the 17th of May, 1729. His 
illneſs began on the 11th, from which he had ſo far 
recovered, as to give hopes of his reſtoration, till 
the day preceding his diſſolution. Born Oct. 1, 
1675. His Memoirs, written by Wals rox, paſſed 
through three editions; firſt publiſhed in 1732. 


neſs, 
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neſs, and longing for the dear inſtruction 
of even his moſt careleſs converſation ! 
With what eaſe and chearfulneſs did he 
familiarize knowledge, and bring the 
higheſt ſubjects into the ſprightlineſs of 
converſation. Religion pities the world, 
for its not deſerving the bleſſing of his 
ſweet authority, to ſtop the torrent of in- 
fidelity amongſt the great. They knew 
his ſenſe and integrity. They could not 
believe there was no truth in what he 
defended, obeyed, and for which he ſuſ- 
fered. What puniſhment, good Gop ! 


art thou preparing to inflict on a difſo- 


| lute world! that thou calleſt out of it 
the ſervant who 1s beſt prepared to pro- 
mote thy bleſt deſire of making it wiſe 
and virtuous, and by them happy ! But 
he is going to enjoy the reward of his 
goodneſs. If there is a Goo (and that 

G 2 there 
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there is, all Nature cries aloud in all ber 
works) he muſt delight in ſuch worth, 
ſuch love for truth, ſuch reſignation, 
ſuch active virtue; and that which he 
delights in, muſt be happy: Happier 
than this world can make it, tho' he was 
happy here. Our preſent bleſſings are 
all that juſtice can require; but are not 
equal to the bounty of infinite good- 
neſs! What good man, that had it in 
his power to reward ſuch worth, but 
would rejoice in doing it? And doth 
any mortal preſume to think he loves 
virtue more than Gop doth! What we 
would, he can reward ; and what he can, 
he wills. He who gave us being, when 
nothing but his own Kindneſs prompted 
him, will be ſolicited more ſtrongly to 
continue it on ſo much worth, and to 
one who ſo amiably reſembled him. 

But 
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But why do my thoughts run on into ſuch 
meditations. I know not how ; recol- 
lecting ſuch aſſurances, is the natural re- 


ſource of a mind oppreſt by the loſs of a 


friend he loved; it is our only 


_ —_—— —__ — 


——— * 
- 


* 


I had almoſt forgot to ſay, that 1 left 
London on Monday ; but my thoughts 
are to much engaged, to think of any 
thing but che poor Doctor. 1 know 
you will be equally concerned with us. 
Fou knew him as well; and your good- 
neſs loved equally his virtue. 


Mapa, 
Yours ſincerely, | 


T. RUN DLE. 
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LETTER XI. 


To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MaDam, | 1729. 


LTHO' I have only one moment 
to command, I will no longer de- 
fer thanking you for the favour which 
I did not deſerve. I was aſhamed to 
receive a letter from you; but I ſhall 
be aſhamed, if my future care doth not 
ſhew me not akogether unworthy your 


goodneſs, 


The only thing which can make the 
loſs of Dr. CLAREx leſs ſenſible, is his 
writings ; and, therefore, the beſt con- 
ſolation I can ſend you, is an account of 
what you may ſoon expect to ſee pub- 

liſhed, 
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liſned. Though, alas! how different 
is the inſtruction which one receives 
from the beſt written book, and ſuch 
converſation as his? No one had ever 


that art, of which he was maſter in 


Higheſt perfection, of throwing light on 
the underſtanding, by a ſmart expreMon. 
A few words animated by his chearful- 
neſs and manner, would remove diffi- 
culties, that the cleareſt pages would 


leave in perplexity. His acuteneſs and 


ſhortneſs, and the quick reply that gave 
ſpirit to his diſputes, were excelleneies 
that none can imagine, but thoſe who 
1 enjoyed them; and of which it is 

impoſſible even for his fig to con- 
5 the leaſt notice, 


api, o: Haro 


NY Cacaibith will be publiſhed in a 
few: weteks. It hath been the judgment 
| "06 of 
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of twenty years which hath chinpoſeeti it, 
Learning and ſagacity are not the things 
wanted for ſuch a work; but experience. 
He hath obſerved the arguments which 
the loweſt minds were moſt touched 
with, and he hath urged them with the 
greateſt plainneſs. He hath taken care 
to make them underſtand and know the 
truth of what they are taught to be- 
lieve; and are only taught to believe 
what is neceſſary to influence their be- 
haviour. I am confident the perform- 
ance will appear ſo plain and eaſy, that 
people will not think it worthy Dr: 
CLARKE; tho, by that very eaſe and di- 
vine plainneſs, it will be moſt worthy of 
him. The underſtanding will not be 
informed, or the imagination delighted 
with any one ſentence in it; but the 
heart will be awakened and - ſubdued, 

| And 
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And the excellency of it will be its ſim- 
plicity, its containing nothing but What 
is merely neceſſary: and how ſublime 
an art is that, which can thus coura- 
geouſly reſiſt the temptation of uncom- 
mon learning, and deny his great abi- 
lities to mingle and impoſe any of his 
own opinions, and diſcovered trutlis, as 
the religion of mankind. It will be a 
work, all muſt: aſſent to, that the mean- 
eſt can comprehend; and yet one that 
contains wiſdom enough for the happi- 
neſs of the wiſeſt. Others may try to 
imitate ; ſuch unornamented beauty in 
vain. It is eaſier to amuſe and be elo- 
quent on high ſubjects, as they call 
them, than to deliver in words, of whoſe 
propriety all can judge, what will have 
no ambiguity attending: them, nor doubts 
remaining alter them. The Praiſe that 
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will be univerſally given it, will be ex- 
preſt in form of cenſure. Every party 
will allow it is truth; but not the whole 
truth. They will all find there thoſe 
things in which they agree; and mu- 
tually rail at it, becauſe it contains none 
of their peculiarities, to commend it as 
highly as poſſible. It is a treatiſe that 
he hath uſed and approved, and cor- 
rected for twenty years together; and 
he valued it as his moſt beneficial per- 
formance for mankind. The next work 
which the learned expect, are Five 
Books more of his Homer *®. Perhaps 
theſe things may be thought too trifling 


* WarsTON informs us, that he had begun this 
work in his younger days; and that the Notes were 
rather tranſcribed, than made a-new. The laſt 12 
Books of the Iliad were publiſhed in 17325 in 4to. 
by his Son, who mentions, in his Preface, that his 
fl | father 
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for ſo great a man, but they were the un- 
bendings of his learning, and ſuch exer- 
ciſes and ſports, gave ſtrength and health 
to his mind, and enabled it to labour 
with refreſhed ſpirits in nobler works for 
the ſervice of virtue. 


His ſon, they ſay, will gather up the 
hints that he hath ſcattered on the mar- 
gin of his books, and preſerve every re- 
mains of thoſe difficult and delightful 
triflings of one who had the ſame accu- 
racy and clearneſs, even in ſuch minute 
ſubjects of diverſion, as on the higheſt. 
The laſt work is his /ermons, written with 
a deſign to be publiſhed. Theſe contain 


Father had finiſhed thoſe Annotations to the three 
firſt of thoſe books, and as far as the 359th verſe of 
the fourth, and had reviſed the text and verſion as 
far as the 510th of the ſame beok. 


his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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his ſentiments, and reſearches on the 
moſt difficult ſubjects, as well as on the 
Plaineſt; and the moſt difficult are made 
to contribute of their influence on our 
behaviour, as well as thoſe that are moſt 
obviouſly practical. Every - Chriſtian 
truth will be found explained and proved, 
every difficulty removed, every hope ani- 
_ mated, and every fear ſanctified, to be a 
medicine for our follies; the whole will 
be expreſt with ſtrength; ſhortneſs, and 
clearneſs. Probably we ſhall not think 
every notion of his true; but where he 
differs from others, his difference will be 
an argument of an amiable mind, and 
expreſs at once, the higheſt modeſty, ſin- 
cerity, diligence, and what conſecrates 
even theſe (go0d-nature, as it 18 called i in 
the language of men, but in the language 
of religion) charity. But alas! all theſe 

cannot 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 93 


cannot content his friends. Sir I. NRw- 
rox intruſted to his faithful boſom his 
ſentiments on the higheſt ſubjects, many 
of which were never committed to writ- 
ing. 1 have often heard him promiſe, 
that thoſe ſublime notions ſhould not be 
loſt; but I fear they are ſo: for I am told 
there are no papers but thoſe I have men- 
| tioned. I have hurried down on paper 
this account, which J lately received 
from London, as the only news this place 
affords to entertain you. Your friends 
are well, and at Stanhope, Kirry much 
yours ; every day ſhe grows a more de- 
lightful girl than other. Her underſtand- 
ing ſhoots up faſter than her perſon. I 
cannot ſay whether ſhe is more admired 
or beloved; or which is moſt uncom- 
monly excellent; her temper or her fine 
ſenſe ; in which reaſon and imagination 


{ſeem 
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ſeem to imitate the conduct of wiſe mar- 
ried people, where both command; and 
both obey; and have no conteſt between 
them, but which ſhall ſhew forth beſt the 
other's excellency. I ſhould ſcarcely 
have ventured to have written to you in 
ſuch haſte and careleſſneſs, had 1 not 
conſidered that my friend is near you, to 
gueſs at my meaning, whenever my pen 
hath-made it difficult for any other to de- 
cypher its blunderings ; but I hope, Ma- 


dam, not always to continue a ſloven, 


though I fear thoſe that beſt know me, 
deſpair of a reformation. 


I am, Mabvan, '- 
Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE 


LE T- 
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LETTER XI. 
To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MabaAu, 1729. 


MINCE you are ſo good as not to in- 
fiſt on my paying you the debt of 


honour (for ſuch ſurely are promiſes) till 
1 come to Durham; T will endeavour 
then to be honeſt, and return you thank- 
fully both the principal and intereſt; 
though it 1s an odd fort of payment, which 
will doubly encreaſe my debt to you by 
your receiving it. I ought to have 
thanked you ſooner for your laſt ; but 
hoping to get every poſt more time, I 
have ſquandered what I had, and am 
obliged now to write, not only in an 
hurry, but in company. You do not 

well 
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well to compare your manner of writing 
to the workings of the ſpider, though 
nothing can fo fully expreſs the native 
treaſures 'and untaught art that adorn 
your mind. I remember the Egyptian 


writers in Hieroglyphicks thought it fit 


to repreſent the Creator who produced 
all from himſelf, and was conſcious of 
every thing, which touched any part of 
this offspring of his power; and as much 
as I admire you, I will not allow you to 
2pply to yourſelf what hath been conſe- 
crated before, to ſo. peculiar a ſubject; 
though if any had a right, it would be 
one that makes it: the amiable duty of 
life to reſemble the great mind in a much 
more lively manner than can be expreſt 
by that figured language. Mrs. SAYER | 
begs your pardon for omitting to thank 
Mrs. Sanpys for her lampreys, and af- 


ſure 
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ſure her, that nothing was ever better; 
but do not wonder that ſhe forgot it, 
when ſhe was writing, ſhe was too full of 
you to think of even your preſents; and 
this Lord Archbiſhop of Camprar ſays, 
is the true ſpirit of devotion when ap- 
plied to an higher object; to be in that 
tranſport of admiration at his perfections, 
which will even obſcure his very boun- 
ties, and make his infinite kindneſs unre- 
garded, and unthought on ; and it is no 
wonder if ſincere friendſhip humbly imi- 
tates that noble natural working of the 
heart, which is only friendſhip ſublimed 
and enlarged, and only differs from it as 


2 rivulet doth from the ocean. 


My Lord and Mrs. TALBOT are ex- 
tremely well, and preparing to remove 


into their ſweet retirement; but ſweet as 
H e 
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it is, it will be no ways agreeable, till you 
animate the groves and meadows with a 
muſic, which is more delightful than that 


of Nightingales, your converſation. 
Spadille calls, and I muſt obey; that pre- 
tended enemy, yet trueſt friend to idleneſs 
That tyrant to deſtroy the only joy of 
company, even whilſt he boaſts of his 
being ſociable ! I may rail, but he will 
triumph over me, and becauſe I hate tum, 
he puniſhes me, but the loſs of time is 
worſe than that of money; but there is 
none but a Parthian victory to be ob- 
tained over him, and I hope next Mon- 
day to conquer by flying from him. I 
carry down with me the ſon of the Solli- 
citor*; if my converſation can be of any 
ſervice to him I ſhall rejoice; for I would 


not live any longer, than I could get 


* WILLIAM, late Earl TALBOT. 


opportunities 
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opportunities to ſhew my gratitude to 
that family, to which I owe all the hap- 


pineſs and dignity of my life. He is 
perfectly ſober and innocent, and I would 
animate thoſe blank virtues with ſenti- 


ments of honour, and a noble zeal and 


ardour for the brave virtues, from whence | 
ariſes the ſplendour and uſefulneſs of large f | ü | 
fortunes, without which the enjoyment | Ji l 
of them is only a gawdy idleneſs. | i 
Spadille I come! I am unwillingly torn = bi | 
from you; but I will ſtill interrupt his bi | 
diverſion, and ſuſpend his eagerneſs, till 4 1 
I have aſſured you, that I ſhall receive | ti 


no pleaſure at Durham ſo great as hearing 


from you, and thanking you for your 


letters. I am, your molt ſincere, 
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L. E T. T EIA AI. 


To Mrs. S AN DTS. 


MAbAu, 1729. 


COULD not ſuffer my ſervant to go 
to Miſerden, without thanking you for 
the entertainment you gave us there, 
which had every thing in it that could 
make life delightful, and though your 


table was with the moſt elegant eaſe co- 


vered with the greateſt variety, yet the 


low pleaſures, which the art of cookery 
can pretend to beſtow, are not thought 


of, when we reflect on the happineſs we 


enjoyed in your retirement. Converfa- 
tion, which Mil rox rightly calls the 
| food 


DR. THOMAS RUNDLE. 101 


food of the ſoul, was the noble feaſt, 
and Angels themſelves would not think 
it below them to partake of, and enjoy 
an entertainment, which was compoſed 


of wiſdom and virtue. 


My friend hath left me, and though 
I am ſtill with other friends, whom gra- 
titude and inclination make me love, yet 
I know not how he hath ſo taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart, that his preſence is 
not only the higheſt pleaſure to me itſelf, 
like the beholding of ſunſhine, but like 
that, neceſſary alſo to make me view and 


receive pleaſure from all other the moſt 
beloved objects. . 


My Lord continues well, but methinks 
his air hath not that ſerene complacence 
in it, that we admired at Miſerden; there 
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was ſomet hing then thatſhed a gladneſs 
over his countenance, and enlightened 
his features ; his look differs from what 
it then appeared, as a landſcape viewed 


in the ſhade, doth from the ſame land- 


| ſcape beheld in the brighteſt day. He 


deſires that you would be fo good as to 
ſend him ſome of your Rob of Elder ; a 
medicine, of which he is extremely fond, 
and of which I have the meaneſt opinion, 
but if the juice itſelf hath no virtue, ex- 
pectation may add ſome to it, and as 
many have found relief from an hearty 
good opinion, as from a natural efficacy; 
and if good is received, it is no matter 
whether it be from the drugs or our own 
fancy. 


When I return to London, I hope to 
þe able to furniſh out a letter of diverſion 
5 8 for 
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for you; this place affords no accounts, 
but of the murders and aſſaſſinations of 
innocent hares and pheaſants, which ſport 
of death I have a perverſe good nature in 
ne, which, though reaſon juſtifies, is 

my to be ſubdued to approve of. If 
I could explain to my underſtanding that 
great myſtery of natural religion, the or- 
daining, that the life of ſome ſhould be 
ſupported always by the death of others, 
I ſhould believe it right, though unintel- 
ligible ; for what Goodneſs hath evidently 
appointed is good; and I would have re- 
primanded the reluctance of my heart for 
diſliking what the Author of Nature, the 
Father of Mercies hath choſen. But I 
think I ſee clearly the wiſdom and bene- 
volence of this ſcheme of things, my rea- 
ſon is convinced, but my averſion to mi- 
It is ſo indiſcreetly ſtrong, that it over- 
H 4. powers 
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powers my judgement, and I am down- 
right vicious, out of an exceſs of good- 
neſs. This prevents my joining in the 
amuſements of the place, this and my 
lazineſs together; and though I am in a 
croud of company, I ſpend my day in 
ſolitude. 1 


I am, Mapan ; 
Your moſt obliged, 
Moſt obedient, moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE. 


LE T. 
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To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MADAM, | March, 16 1129-30. 


I AM aſhamed even to do my duty, and 
beg pardon for not ſooner thanking 
you for the honour of your letter. I have 
not the confidence to aſk you to forgive 
me, till I have ſhewn, that I deſerve it ; 
but when I have been a diligent corre- 
ſpondent for the future, I am ſure you will 
forget, that I have been a bad one, here- 
tofore. 


There 1s no repentance, but amend- 
ment is contrition, without it is but ſelf- 
condemnation, and Juſtifies, inftead of mi- 
tigating puniſhment. But when amend- 


ment 
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ment is perfected, be it ſooner or later, 
goodneſs will, for it cannot but approve 
and therefore accept it; I am by that 
thought raiſed into pride enough not to 
beg your forgiveneſs; becauſe, by this way, 
in ſpite of your juſteſt reſentment, I can ſe- 
cure to myſelf your favour. There was 
never, ſurely, ſo ill-bred a treatment of a 
perſon offended before; a haughtineſs to 
provoke, inſtead of a gallant humility to 
ſoften anger, ſeems inſufferable. But, 
Madam, I judge, that a hope of prevail- 
ing, by the flattery of excuſes, implies a 
| weakneſs of temper, which I ſcorn to ſup- 
poſe in you, and am conſcious, that you 
only can be moved by a good - nature, 
which is put under the guardianſhip of 
juſtice; and to that only will I refer my 


future behaviour. 


I ſend 
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I ſend you Sophoniſba®, which I think 
a reaſonable entertainment becoming 
virtue herſelf to behold with tears of ap- 
probation. None of your acquaintance 
will think the greatneſs of mind in her 
character ſtretched above nature ; but 
they have learnt, that ſo exalted a mind 
might have appeared adorned with more 
amiable graces, without the haughty, 
fierce, untender temper, which raiſes her 
above compaſſion, and makes one think 
ſhe deſires to be congratulated, rather 


than pitied for her misfortunes. The 
ſtory is a bad one, and its being true is 


the only juſtification of it: the writing 
is incomparable, though the pleaſure it 
affords is not that popular kind, which 


can draw crouded audiences. Thoſe 


A tragedy by Thons ox, acted at Drury-Lane, 


in 1729. 
Writers, 
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writers, whoſe ambition is only to be ap- 
plauded by men of ſenſe, muſt be con- 
tented with very few admirers. 


When it was acted, however, the ſen- 
timents of virtue and honour were univer 
ſally felt with pleaſure ; and the audience 
was hurried, by the divine enthuſaiſm of 
nature, to honor, by the praiſe of their 
hands, thoſe moral beauties, which they 
cannot forbear loving, even when they 


refuſe to enjoy them, 


I filently congratulated human hearts, 
when I found they were not ſo degene- 
rated byfaſhionable debaucheries, as to be 
untouched with thoſe graces, that give 
dignity to mankind, PLaTo ſays, that if 
men could behold virtue, ſhe could make 
all of them in love with her charms: a 

right 
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right play draws her picture in the moſt 
lively manner, and the reception, this hath 
met with, ſhews the juſtneſs of that phi- 
loſopher's obſervation. There are ſome 
roughneſſes in the numbers; ſome poeti- 
cal extravagancies, as nearly related to 
nonſenſe, as a note raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch, by a fine ſinger, is to a ſcream ; 
ſome aukward odneſſes of expreſſion, 
which may be obſerved by one, who is of 
a taſte cold enough to attend to ſuch 
minute tranſgreſſions, when his reaſon 
and fancy ought to be fired by good 
ſenſe, harmony, and nature. 


When a mais viewing a parterre of 
flowers; which mingle the luſtre of the 
ſpring together, with a contraſt of colours, 
where each ſeems only endeavouring to 


heighten and ſhew the perfection of the 


others, 
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others, like friendſhipregardleſs of its own, 
how can he be at leiſure from admiration, 
to obſerve the few weeds, which grow up 
among them? Nothing but friendſhip to - 
the author could make one condeſcend to 
play the part of a gardener, and, inſtead 
of being entertained - with the grandeur 
and beauty of the whole, negle& enjoying 
that noble delight ; by a perverſe dili- 
gence in obſerving and ſearching for 
branches, which burſt forth with irregular 
luxuriancy. A friend indeed might be pa- 
tient to cut and prune his laurels to make 
them ſhoot the faſter, and grow, here- 
after, in leſs diſordered beauty. There 
is a freedom and richneſs in nature, that 
now and then may want the kind ſeverity 
of art. A genius may be tranſported by 
his native fire into extravagancies, from 
which the cold writers are ſecure; but an 


acuteneſs 
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acuteneſs and ſtrength of eye, always to 
be able to eſpy the ſpots, which, like 
thoſe of the ſun, ought to be concealed 
under the blaze of beauties, is a perfection, 
from which I humbly beg to be for ever 
free, 


There is a defence of Dr. CLarke's 


Catechiſm, publiſhed by Dr. Syxzs*, the 


ſubject of the Trinity was but ſlightly 
touched by him, he leaves it to the wri- 
tings, which were publiſhed by the 


'* Entitled “ An Anſwer to the Remarks upon 
Dr. CIARRE's Expoſition on the Church Catechiſm, 
8vo. 1730.“ Dr. WATERLAND was his opponent in 
this controverſy. He alſo, in the ſame year, pub- 
liſhed a Defence of this Anſwer; and in 1734, and 
1735, the two pamphlets in vindication of Dr. RuN- 
DLE, ſo largely quoted in the introduction. He 


had likewiſe a controverſy with WRisrox. 


Doctor 
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Doctor himſelf, and the judgement of 
the impartial. If what was then ſaid 
could not convince, repeating it again 
will not do ſo; the objections are not 
new, nor can the anſwers be ſo ; but en- 
larges on a more important point, where- 
in the honour of Gop and human nature 
are concerned. It is ſurpriſing, that in 
this enlightened age, any can be ignorant 
enough to teach, that morality is of lower 
regard than poſitive inſtitutions, that mo- 
rality is to be perfected by outward per- 
formances; that the one only are prepa- 
rations to make us perform the other 
acceptably, but the other, that which 
really make us acceptable; the one are 
human virtues, the other Chriſtian per- 
fections; the one leads us to the door of 
Heaven ; the other can alone open it and 
let us in, With what diſdain would 

TILLOTSON 
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TilLLoTs0N have read ſuch offenſive 
treacherous flattery to the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, which, whilſt it pretends to do it 
honour, expoſes it to — b 


How will Deiſts rejoice at ſuch a defence 
of it? Goodneſs is that in Gop, which 
conſecrates his other attributes, and makes 
them adorable ; and perfecting that for 
which we worſhip, and adore him in our 
own tempers, muſt be the worſhip and 
adoration, in which alone he can delight. 
He cannot but be pleaſed with beholding 
in us his own likeneſs, it is not to love 
himſelf, not to love thoſe that reſemble 
him! Virtue, forſooth, is an intereſted 
ſervice ; virtue carries with it its own re- 
ward; would be practiſed by a wiſe man, 
whether Gop commanded it or no !— 


true! and, therefore, worthy Gop to 


command ; what motive could infinite 
I Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs have to create us, but to beſtow 
happineſs on his creatures? and what 
end can his commands purſue, but that 
purſued in making us? But worthleſs 
performances, ſuperſtition argues, and 
the burthen of needleſs appointments are 
holy by their uſefulneſs; is a ſervice ſub- 
mitted to us only out of obedience; and, 
therefore, teſtifies our reverence of Gop, 
inſtead of a regard to our own intereſt ; 
and, therefore ſurely, it cries, is more 
pious, becauſe leſs ſelfiſh, than virtue, 
which is but mere prudence. If one 
diſagreeable rite ſhews obedience, two 
ſhew it twice as ſtrong, and an hundred 
doth proportionably more fo | even Ju- 
daiſm then is a religion too ſimple for 
ſuch volunteers in duty; the more odious 
and extravagant the labour of this ſort of 
obedience, ſarely the ſtronger the prin- 

| ciple 
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ciple from whence it proceeds, and the 
ſtronger the more acceptable. But if 
Gop could like man for ſacrificing good- 
ſenſe, out of obedience; who could love 
a Father, who requires ſuch inſtances of 
affection? If it could make them ac- 
ceptable in his ſight, it could not procure 
eſteem for him in theirs, for requiring 
it; and is what love, without eſteem !— 
What religion, without love! 


The two firſt volumes of Dr. CLARK E“s 
Sermons will be publiſhed very ſoon, 
theſe are on the attributes; he deſigned 
them for the preſs, and they are, therefore, 
finiſhed compoſitions. Philoſophy is fa- 
miliarized in them, to the underſtandings 
of Chriſtians, of unlearned good ſenſe ; 
Philoſophy is made to perform the part 
intended her by nature, of being an hand- 
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maid to religion. They are deſigned 


for the unlearned of good ſenſe. The 


latter is like a natural foil, in which every 
plant will flouriſh, and bring forth its 
fruit with all the genuine height of taſte, 
but learning is like manure, which will 
make them ſhoot faſt with a ſickly vigour 
for a little time ; but the fruit it pro- 
duceth, often, if not always, taſtes of the 
uncleanly, unſavoury aſſiſtance to its 
growth, and makes that nauſeous or un- 
wholeſome, which, in its native ſtate, 
gives health and delight. Eight volumes 
more will ſoon follow. His life is pre- 
fixed to the firſt*; which will not be en- 


tertaining to any but his acquaintance 
and to thoſe, the intrepidity in the cauſe 


of truth, againſt the ſolicitations of great- 


By Dr. Hoa bl xx, then Biſhop of Sarum, pub- 
liſhed in 1730, | 
neſs 
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neſs and wealth, and honours, will appear 
more amiable Heroiſm, than the deſtruc- 
tion of nations, by the pernicious courage 
of an ALEXANDER. I ought to be a- 
ſhamed of my neglecting the polite ſub- 
jects of an epiſtle, for this unfaſhionable 
chat about books and controverſies, eſ- 
pecially when I have not an excuſe for 
deviating into ſuch improper ſubjects.— 
The town affords a full harveſt of ſcan- 
dal, and I could furniſh out a ſheet of 
paper with' well-bred converſation, that 
ſhould ſhine at a tea table, but I know 
to whom I write, and that you are as 
much above ſuch a curioſity, as thoſe 
who delight in it, are below your friend- 
ſhip. But there is one ſubject that I muſt 
not omit, for no letter can be acceptable 
to you, without an account of the health 
ol thoſe you love. 


*J My 
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My Lord and his Lady are well; Mrs. 
SAYER tolerable; the Doctor wearing 
himſelf out, in being every body's. ſlave ; 
but one almoſt envies, inſtead of blaming 
a man, who endangers his health by in- 
diſcretion, in the ſclf-rewarding labour 
of doing good. At Durbam, Mrs. TAL 
BOT and the deareſt girl are quite well; 
Mr. SzcxER not ſo; but I hope their 
fears are greater than his illneſs, and 
whilſt he is indiſpoſed, ſhe cannot be in 
health. I will add a little publie news 
after all; there is certainly uneaſmeſſes 
in the Miniſtry, between the brothers, 
and when the Seſſions are over, and they 
can quarrel ſafely, it is confidently re- 
ported, that Lord T-——=p * and his 


* CHARLEs, Lord Viſcount TQwNSHEND, Se- 
cretary of State, brother in law of Sir RoBERT 
WALPOLE, Died March 12, 1764. 


dependents 
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dependents will retire. But who will 
fill up their places is unknown. Sir Ro- 


BERT, at preſent, 1s ſecure in the glory 


of that peace, which hath retrieved the 
nation from much perplexity, and the 
other little difficulties which remain, will, 
like ſtars in the morning, as day ad- 
vances, one after another vaniſh away; 
there is no room for compliments, nor 


does ſincerity want more than to aſſure 
you, that 


I am, Mapan, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUN DE. E. 


14 CET 
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LET TEN . 


To Mr., S I MD VTS. 
MabaM, March 1728-29. 


R. SAY ER“ is prevented by his 
good nature from taking that re- 
freſhment in the country, which is ne- 


ceſſary even to make his good nature of 


* Dr. Ex Tro SAYER married CATHERINE, 
daughter of Biſhop TALBOT. He was Chancellor 
of Durham, Deputy Chancellor of the dioceſe of 
Wincheſter, Commiſſary of Eſſex, Surveyor-General 
of the Crown Land Revenues, Advocate for the 
Admiralty in matters relating to the Crown, ſtand. 
ing Counſel to the Eaſt- India Company, and Mem- 
ber for Totnes, Dewonſbire. He died at Durham ' 
Sept. 21, 1731. His death was occaſioned by a fall 
from his horſe, as he was reading a letter. Mrs. 

SAYER died Aug, 24, 1734. 
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ſervice for any long time to thoſe he 
loves. He could not accompany the 
ſollicitor* to Aſpdotun, which gives him 
double uneaſineſs, becauſe he is denied 
by it the pleaſure he promiſed himſelf of 
ſeeing you. He is ſtolen out of town in- 
deed for a day or two, but muſt return 
again early next week to attend the public 
and private concerns which he hath en- 
gaged himſelf to aſſiſt and conduct. I 
ſee the fatigue which he ſuffers himſelf 
to be in conſtantly, with ſuch uneaſineſs 
of compaſſion, that I almoſt wiſh he was 
not ſo able and dexterous in doing ſervice, 
that he might not be worn out in the ho- 
neſt labour; it is ſcrewing up the ſtring 
till it breaks, and the high delight deſired 
from it and its perfection, become its de- 
ſtruction; but after all, are not theſe com- 


Afterwards Lord TALBOT, 


plaints 
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plaints of pity mere refined ſelfiſhneſs in 
us his friends ? A fort of grudging others 
that, of which we know the value and 
would reſerve for our own happineſs ; 
but be it ſo, ſuch ſelfiſhneſs is what it is 
no ſhame for virtue itſelf to acknowledge. 
He knew I deſigned to write to you this 
evening, and. bids me ſay, that if his 
horſes are not gone from you, he deſires 
they may continue there ſtill a little 
longer. News I will not trouble you 
with. Uneaſineſſes and mutual up- 
braidings of parties have been always, 
and will be always. Great complaints, 
and triumphs of juſtification, between 
thoſe that are out of place, and thoſe 
that are in, agitate the ſpirits of the 
leaders, and furniſh ſmart converſation 
for the retainers of each ſide ; but I en- 
deavour to keep myſelf calm by igno- 

| rance 
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rance of ſuch public diſputes, and hear 
the ſtorm bluſter around me, and hug 
myſelf at being ſecure from its miſchiefs. 
Controverſy goes on in the church, and 
another panegyrick on poſitive inſtructions 
is publiſhed to the joy of ſuperſtition, the 
mirth of deiſts, and for the calumny of 
the admirers of Dr. TILLorsOx. It is not 
worth ſending you; thoſe, who already 
ſee the truth in that point (where nothing 
but prejudice and falſe learning can blind 
the ſight) would be uneaſy at reading ſuch 
ſtudied haughtineſs of ſophiſtry, and thoſe, 
who ſtill are blind, will, by reading, be 
blinder ſtill: for learning creates not a new 
nature in any perſon, but improves that 
which he hath already ; the wiſe are by it 
raiſed to a more extended uſe of their 
good ſenſe; the puzzled, accompliſhed 
in the art of puzzling themſelves and all 
around them. My 
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My Lord and Mrs. TALzor are ex- 
tremely well. From Durbam J hear, 
that Mr. Szcxer * and his family are bet- 


ter, and free from their fears. 


J will take care, as ſoon as Mr. 
Tromesov's Seaſons are publiſhed, to 
ſend them to you ; at preſent nothing of 
moment is to be met with worth ſending 


you. 


I flatter myſelf, that I ſhall have an 
opportunity of waiting on you this ſpring: 


* Afterwards ſucceſlively biſhop of Briſtol, Oxford, 
and archbiſhop of Canterbury; born and bred a preſ- 
byterian. He was ordained by Dr. TALBOT, when 
biſhop of Oxford, on the recommendation of his ſon, 


Mr. EDwARD TALBOT, and afterwards preferred 
þy him. 
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LEI TER AVL 


To Mrs. S ANDYS. 


MADAM, July 16, 1730. 


1 HAVE preſumed to ſend you a preſent 

of Mr. Tuoursox's Seaſons; a volume, 
on which reaſon beſtows as many beauties 
as imagination. It is a ſubject, that our 
firſt parents would have ſung in Paradiſe, 
had they never been ſeduced by the ſerene 
flattery of falſe knowledge to forſake hu- 
mility and innocence. But they would 
ſcarcely have excited, by what they ſung, 
a purer praile of virtue or higher raptures 
of adoration, than will warm your heart, 
when you read the deſcription of theſe 
rural ſcenes of the graces and benevo- 


lence 
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lence of nature. Such writings give dig- 
_ nity to leiſure, and exalt entertainment 
and amuſements into devotion. If 1 
praiſe the performance more than it de- 
ſerves, conſider it as an honeſt art of giv- 
ing value to my preſent: for I would not 
willingly offer any thing to you, of which 
I had not an high eſteem. But I confeſs, 
I am fo fond of poetry, that every attempt 
to unite and marry it to virtue is extreme- 
ly diſagreeable to me; and I can, on ſuch 
occaſions, ſcarcely forbear compoſing 
their epithalamium. Hail ſacred verſe, 
thou eldeſt offspring of human ingenuity ! 
Before letters were invented, numbers 
and the muſic of regularly unequal ſylla- 
bles retained thoſe hiſtories in the memo- 
ry of mankind, which then, there was no 
outward learning to preſerve. By thee 
thofe ſons of reaſon, arts, philoſophy; 


and 
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and laws were nouriſhed and educated; 
men were civilized and ſociety made de- 
lightful. The chronicles of the Bards 
and the inſtruction of the Druids on every 
duty and ornament of life were adorned 
by harmony, and by pleaſing imagination 
were remembered with eaſe. 


How much better known 1s the hunt- 
ing on Chiviet, than the glorious deeds 
of our anceſtors at Creſſy and Agincourt ? 
In verſe oracles were delivered to man- 
kind. The ſublimity, and beauty, and 
difficulty of that meaſured language were 
thought a proof, that it came from more 
than mortal beings. Men have not been 
unwilling to. acknowledge every aſtoniſn- 
ing accompliſhment to be owing to the 
aſſiſtance of fome divinity ; that whilſt 
they praiſed thoſe noble abilities they 
might 
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might comfort their own vanity, and not 
think any of their brethren naturally ſo 
very much their ſuperiors: for an oak 


was ſtill an oak, tho' Jove returned his 
anſwers from it. | 


In verſe, men offered up their gratitude 
in temples, though ſanctity of manners 
and an harmony of life were a more ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice, than the moſt exalted 
hymn; yet he, who hath poured beauty, 
and order and regularity over all his 
works, reaſon cries aloud, ſurely delights 
in beauty. What he delights in is amia- 
ble, and it is our honour and privilege to 
delight in it alſo: to admoniſh and aſſiſt 
us in doing this, they argued, © let us 
conſecrate every thing truly great, pro- 
portioned and graceful in human arts and 


inventions to his ſervice.“ 


N Poetry 


— 


K ————— —— — — 


130 LETTERS OF 


Poetry and muſick were thus intro- 
duced into public worſhip. The care of 
a decency in ranging and giving harmony 
to the order of their words taught an 


higher care of the infinitely more ſublime, 


more pleaſing decency of a right conduct 
in life ; and a right harmony amidſt the 
affections of the heart. Devotion thus 
was deemed ſlovenly and careleſs and un- 
inſtructive, when ſeparated from verſe; 
like coming into the preſence of a King 
undreſſed, it was a negligence, which 
was interpreted diſreſpect. The deſire of 
communicating knowledge to each other, 
and expreſſing the gratitude and thankful- 
neſs, with which they glowed towards 
heaven, gave birth to the ſweet art of ad- 
ding muſick to words. They joined uni- 
formity and variety (in which every ſort 
of beauty conſiſts) to the meaſures, with 
which. 
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which their ſentences moved from the 
tongue. But a love of money and trade 
at laſt invented letters, embodied thought, 
and made ſounds become viſible and im- 
mortal. | 


There was then no longer a neceſſity to 
embalm ſtories in verſe, to induce men to 
remember them ; becauſe they could now 
be engraven on marble, or, what is more 
durable, on paper, and laſt to future ages 
in ſpite of the careleſſneſs of the preſent, 
Men having now their hearts turned 
to the adoration of the new goddeſs, 
daughter of trade, unneceſſary riches, neg- 
lected the pomp and dignity of that wor- 
ſhip, which was their joy, whilſt innocence 
and contentment with nature's bounty go- 
verned them. Verſe, therefore, and the 


laboured ſimplicity of its charms were no 
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longer cultivated for the temple, but the 
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tawdry beauties, which trade invented, 
baniſhed her thence to ſeat themſelves 
in her place. Gold and embroidery, 


ſculptureand painting, wantoned with 
mimick finery, to captivate the heart, 


and recommended and pleaded for the 


ſervice of that idol, ſuperſtition, becauſe 
ſhe in return pleaded for their high uſe 


and religious value. 


When poetry was degraded from being 
the prieſteſs of nature, ſhe ſoon was ſe- 
duced to lend her office to meaner pur- 
poſes, and became the ſervant of every 
paſſion in the temper ; and vanity and 
love chiefly retained her in their ſervice, 
and flattery and laſciviouſneſs were ſoon 
made too agreeable by her aſſiſtance. 


How rt therefore is the deſign of 
chiding 
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chiding her meaneſs, to recall her to her 
firſt high office of adorning piety, and 
raiſing an ambition after virtue. This is 


the intention of Mr. Tromyson's work, 


which I ſend you. I am willing to be 
blind to every imperfection, where ſo 
worthy a wiſh guided the pen. But what 
are the imperfections! a rough or hard 
word, now and then indulged to lift his 
numbers above proſe, and make the pal- 
try gingle of rhime unneceſſary ; the repe- 
tition of the ſame phraſe, every where 
highly proper perhaps, but the warmth 
of writing concealed from him the remem- 
brance, that the reader 1s, tho' the writer 
is not, cool enough to demand variety. 
A hint not worked up to the height, 
which our unexperienced imagination 
thinks 1t might be carried ; but if we had 
tried ourſelves, we ſhould wonder at the 
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dignity, to which words have raiſed it. 
Theſe and ſuch mighty imperfections of- 
fend thoſe, who are untouched enough to 
be ſo minutely judicious. But the ſenti- 
ments of liberty, of virtue, of generous 
manly piety hurry away my approbation, 


and I have not leiſure enough to be ſaga- 


cious. 


The moſt amuſing paintings of poetry, 
that ſwiftly tranſport me from ſcene to 
ſcene of nature, ever charming, ever 
wonderful, ſo fill my heart with rapture, 
that I forget the poet and myſelf, and 
am only attentive on him and his works, 
whoſe goodneſs ordained the preſent only 
uſeful proportion of theſe changes, which 
are in all their majeſty of wiſdom placed 
before my reaſon to demand its gratitude ; 
out of the abundance of the heart the pen 
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as well as the tongue ſpeaketh, and my 
love of poetry hath made me forget, to 
what an indecent length of praiſe I have 
ſuffered it to ramble, and take up that 


DES TIO 
r CIT ETON rere 


— KOT 


paper, which ſhould be allotted to more j 
epiſtolary ſubjects. | | | 
4 

I yeſterday was at Afed ; my Lord is 


better, and intends to ſee you this ſum- 
mer. But Dr. Savzr flatters me, that 
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he will ſoon give me an opportunity of 
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performing my promiſe, and viſit you at A | 
Miſerden. We have no news, and it 
ſcarcely know what news to deſire; war i 
people expect, they blame our miniſters 1 
for deferring it ſo long; but when ever bl 
it is begun, they will, with higher cla- 4 

mour, blame them for not preventing it. 3 bl 


Dr. CLarKk's Sermons is the only book of 
noteor value, which hath been lately pub- 


liſhed; thoſe you will read ; and then you 
K 4 | will 
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will deſpiſe all the praiſes and all the cen- 
ſures of them; the firſt cannot encreaſe 
or the other leſſen the opinion your own 
judgement will give you of thoſe perfor- 
mances. If any thing, which can enter- 
tain you, ſhall be publiſhed before I leave 
London, I will bring it with me, rejoic- 
ing in the treaſures of other people's wit to 
divert you, who can pretend to none of 
my own; but whether I can be ſo fortu- 
nate or no, I doubt not of being welcome 
to you, who value nothing in your friends 
ſo much as their ſincerity and good-na- 
ture, the frſt of which, in my profeſſions 
of a value for you, none ſhall exceed, and 
I ſhall learn the other from your example, 


I am, Mapam, Your moſt obliged 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
T. RUND L E, 


CF 
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LET. TEX. VII. 


To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MADAM, ; 1730. 


HAT can J write to Mrs. Sax DS 

on this ſad ſad occaſion. Look 
into your own heart, and that will tell 
you what I feel, better than any words I 
can uſe to deſcribe my forrow. I have 
loſt, I have loſt my patron, friend, fa- 
ther*! To him I owe all the happineſs 
I have ever enjoyed in life, all the com- 


fort (if life hath any future comfort for 


Biſhop TALBOT, who died Oct. 12, 1730. 


me !) 
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me !) that I am ſtill to receive, flow from 
his bounty to me! TI ſaw him in miſery, 


who never before was beheld by any that 


depended on him, but with gratitude and 
pleaſure ; to look on him, who loved us 
all, was a joy that made us reliſh the 
good fortune, with which he had bleſt us. 
What can I do to ſhew my ſenſe of gra- 
titude to him! The labour of my life, 
the ambition of my life, ſhall be'to enjoy 
the ſatisfaction of acting with a regard 
and love to his dear dear memory. He 
hath left Mrs. TaLBoT, tho' in no great, 
yet in no diſtreſſed condition. She hath 
330l. a year, paid to her free from deduc- 
tions, and by the generoſity of Mr. T ar - 
BOT, no inconſiderable ſum to relieve her 
preſent wants, and reward thoſe, who 
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if ſhe pleaſes to preſerve it. Mr. Tar- 
BoT's behaviour on this occaſion, hath 
been ſuch as becomes the beſt man and 
beſt ſon that ever lived. He hath ſhewn 


a generoſity, and tenderneſs, and regard, 


uit” oO O02 Bongo 2 . Per 


ö — 
— - 


>? ETD. _— 


to his poor dear beloved father, which 


will make him not only, as he ever was, 


the admiration, but the love of all, who 
know and love virtue. Poor Mrs. 


Sayer! you know the ſenſibility of her 
temper and how it muſt have been 


wounded by this dreadful unexpected 
_ calamity! I want to be with you to pour 


out my heart on this diſtreſs ; you would 
aſk a thouſand queſtions, and I fay a 


thouſand things, that converſation gave 
riſe to, that one can neither think on 
when writing, nor would be proper to 


be written, When I am more at eaſe, 
I will 
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I will write more to you on this dreadful 
ſubject. Grief is never talkative at firſt, 
but after the ſorrow is ſubſided a little, 
there is melancholy pleaſure in talking on 
the dear occaſion of it, and by frequent 
renewing it, to familiariſe it to the thought, 
and make it not only more eaſily borne, 
but have a ſort of honeſt pride in being 
able to bear it. I know not how human 
nature often enjoys grief at laſt, and turns 
the poiſon itſelf into a kind of cordial. 


My poor dear friend is under the deep- 
eſt affliction, he loved my Lord, my Lord 
loved him. Though he made his will 
before the Doctor was married, my Lord 
made him his executor, with Mr. TaL- 
zor; though a troubleſome, yet a pleaſing 
office, as it is a pleaſure to be eſteemed, 


and 
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and known to be ſo by ſuch a man, eſ- 


pecially to him, whoſe chief enjoyment 


in life is the pleaſure of labouring to ſerve 


thoſe he loves. 


Your moſt obliged, 


Moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE. 


LET- 
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LETTER XVIIL 


To Mrs: S ANDYS. 


MADAM, Oct. 24, 1730. 


HE condition of our grief has no va- 
riety, and, therefore, affords nothing 

for me to write different from my former ; 
time, which ſtifles the firſt tumult of af- 
fection, gives leiſure for thought to look 
around, but alas! the more ſeriouſly we 
think, the more ſtrongly we feel the ca- 
lamity of his loſs, and the ſorrow, which 
at firſt was only paſſion, is now reaſon.— 
It is reaſon indeed, but ſelfiſh ; and that 
concern, which ariſes from conſidering it 
as a misfortune and diſtreſs to ones ſelf, 
though moſt natural to feel, it is unbe- 


coming 
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coming to acknowledge. That tender 
lamentation, which flows from gratitude 
and love of benevolence, which forgets 
that kindneſs to itſelf was the foundation 
of it, is that alone which virtue will per- 
mit us to indulge; becauſe it cheriſhes 
in the heart the ſame amiable graces we 
melancholily commend. If theſe alone 
deſerve our tears of fondneſs in him, theſe 
alone can excite the ſame ſentiments of 
eſteem towards ourſelves, and what man 


is ſo mean, as not to deſire to be beloved? 


But even this generous and improving 
orief is to be watched over and reſtrained, 
leaſt it ſoftens-us too much, diſables us 
from performing the duties of life, and 
deſtroys that meek. and chearful reſigna- 


tion to the nature of things, that Provi- 
dence hath ordained; which alone can 


make us paſs through this life with com- 
fort.. 
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fort. That gratitude of ſorrow towards 
others is bad indeed, which makes us 
repine, diſcontented and ungrateful, to 


him our Supreme Benefactor. When 


one is calm, and alone ſuch re- 
flections throw the mind into a melan- 
choly compoſure, and one reſolves to 
ſubmit to thoſe accidents, which the con- 
dition of humanity requires us to feel and 
ſubmit to. But every new friend we 
meet, every new occaſion ſilences theſe 
whiſpers of religious philoſophy, and the 
heart prevails over the underſtanding ; 
grief is again awakened, and one almoſt 
thinks it right to act againſt reaſon, and 
place a kind of ſublime virtue, in being 
ſelf-condernned. Among the many ca- 
lamities, which attend his death, there 
is one which, though it may appear 


 rrifling to vulgar minds, you will think 


1S 
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is no ſmall misfortune :-—he was the cen- 
tre, which drew and united together 
many of us into a ſweet ſociety of friends, 
where we met to enjoy the pleaſures of 
converſation, with freedom, and that 
mutual goodwill and confidence, which 
alone makes friendſhip ſincere, without 
which, 1t 1s only well-bred hypocriſy, or 
like eccho, a mere ſound, without a ſub- 
ſtance; before him we dared open the 
ſentiments of our cautious hearts, and the 
obſervations or ſuſpicions of our en- 
quiries; and though we were of opinions 
different from thoſe he embraced, he had 
the greatneſs of mind not to diſlike thoſe 
he thought miſtaken ; and from this va- 
riety of opinions he ſaw among thoſe, 
whoſe learning and ſincerity he valued, 
he obtained that wiſdom of charity, with 
which ſo few are ever enlightened ; that 
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our duty is to be of one heart here, and 
it will be time enough to be of one mind 
hereafter. To repair this loſs as much 
as we can, I reſolve when in London, 
to live with my friend, whoſe friendſhip | 
now is the chief happineſs I propoſe in 
life ; but to confeſs ſincerely, I have a 
ſcrupulous uneaſineſs at the figure I muſt 
make to the world, in living long in 
town from my preferment, when I have 
no call, but my own pleaſure, to make 


me do ſo. 


Whilſt my Lord lived, the duty of 


attending the beſt benefactor, juſtified 


my abſence, to the world and myſelf, 
but now, though I have no cure of ſouls* 


* Dr. RuNDLE's preferments were a Prebend 
of Durham, and the Archdeaconry of Wilts, prior 


to his advancement to the Mitre, 


(£0, 
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to demand conſtant attendance, yet me 
thinks, people will believe it ill beſtowed 
preferment on one, who ſeems to have 
no buſineſs in life, but in the dignity of 
polite idleneſs to gratify himſelf. The 
gratification of myſelf, indeed, will ariſe 
from what is ever amiable, ever praiſe- 
worthy, the friendſhip of a man of the 
beſt ſenſe and virtue ; but this cannot be 
ſeen by all, who obſerve my having no- 
thing here to do; and though it is the 
hardeſt, yet it may be a neceſſary ſelf- 
denial to refuſe an indulgence of thoſe 
moſt reaſonable ſatisfactions, rather than 
injure a reputation; when the power ofdo- 
ing good in life, and the honour of religi- 
on may inſome meaſure dependonit. This 
will certainly oblige me to ſpend no ſmall 
part of the ſummer in the North, which 


now fear will ever be made more beeak 
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and diſagreeable to me, than the niggardli- 
neſs of our ſunſhine hath yet made it, by 
the abſence of thoſe I love, How vain 
are the ſchemes we propoſe! How did 
we flatter ourſelves with meeting there 
together next ſummer, and enjoying the 
beſt pleaſure of life, the converſation of 
friends, whoſe very trifling and unbend- 
ings are diſtinguiſhed by good ſenſe, as 
well as their collected behaviour. I 
ſhall never ſee you there more! My un- 
kind, though generous fortune, will 
oblige me to retire from thoſe I love, in 
that ſeaſon of the year, when only they 
will be able to have what they and I moſt. 
value, the leiſure of being happy in your 
company. | 


Mrs. TALBOT is il, but bears her 
misfortune as well as could be expected, 


or 
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or wiſned. I know not how, age bears 
affliction better than youth, paſſions are 
not in them ſo ſtrong; and, therefore, 
their leſs ſtrength is ſufficient to ſup- 
port them; paſſion is one kind of fever, 
and fevers always are moſt dangerous in 


young and healthy conſtitutions; the 


mind, as well as the body, grows cal- 
lous by uſe, and as age hath been more 
expoſed to afflictions; ſo it is harde ned 
to them, by having often endured them. 


She deſigns to live with her nephew 
Younc, and hath taken a leſs, but 
handſomer houſe, than that my Lord liv- 
ed in, near Grofvenor Square; where we 
ſhall be thrown, is not yet determined; 
but wherever I am, the whole felicity 
can promiſe myſelf, muſt ariſe from 
loving, and being beloved by thoſe, 

L 3 whoſe 
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whoſe virtue and right hearts, and good- 
ſenſe, make converſation an imitation 
of felicity, ſuperior to mortality ; and 
whilſt this is my taſte and ambition, 
you cannot wonder that I am deſirous 


to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your moſt obliged, 
Moit obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


LE T- 
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Ln. 


To Mrs, SANDYS. 
Mapa, 1730. 


RS. TALBOT hath at laſt pre- 
= vailed on herſelf to read your 
letter ; and though ſhe was overwhelmed 


with tenderneſs and tears at your ſenſe, 
and partaking of her loſs, yet your good- 
neſs gave her as great pleaſure, as it is 
poſſible for her to receive in her preſent 
condition, Nothing moſt certainly can 
afflict any heart with. greater anxiety than 
grief, ſickneſs, and the perplexity of 
preparing for a new, and alas! different 
ſcene of life, than that, in which ſhe 
hath fo long been happy, and all theſe 
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unite to contribute their ſhare to fill up 
her diſtreſs. If the reſpect of thoſe, who 
loved my Lord, can any way leſſen her 
feeling the ſad change, ſhe will always 
be ſecure of being treated in the beſt 
manner, that the beſt people in the 
world can think it becomes them to be- 
have towards one, for whom my Lord 
had the higheſt affection and eſteem.— 
Every day preſents us with fore new 
melancholly ſcene, which awakens our 
grief, and ſeems to upbraid us with our 
loſs. 


At preſent, inventories of all that be- 
longed to him, are making, 1n order to 
be diſpoſed of; and among the reſt, his 
books muſt be ſold ; which obliges me 
to ſay, that in a ſhort time, we will ſend 
you down a catalogue of what belonged 


to 
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to him, among thoſe, which were ſent | 
to you; to deſire that you would read 
thoſe firſt, as being likely to be ſooner 
wanted than the others, though we may | 


rob you of part of your entertainment, I 
hope we ſhall always be able to ſend others 


— ln. - — 
* _ 


in the place of them; it is pity you 


- ſhould be deprived of that rational luxury 


_—_ I - 


you are fond of. The temper of your 


mind is moſt exactly deſcribed in a line 


—— —— ͤ ——E— —— — — —  _——— 


of Popz's, corrected and improved by 


— _—_—— CE 


THOMPSON 


—— A friend to learned eaſe, "i 
Content with ſcience in the vale of peace. 


And fince your ambition hath choſen 
the better part, it is the duty of all 
that value you, to take care that it ſhall 
not be taken from vou. 


There 


5. 


— 
— * — 


e 


— — * 


Fo" l 1 = - — 4 _ Py * — 
4 N * 
oF * *. nx a — 22 — 6 
- V2, FA + = y <> _ — - > 
- * — 


wo ptr 


2 — 2 2 We —< —— — 
n 2 ho 
— * n 


- "os 4 
— had 1 
a . 
, 1 . 
ER. > 4 
2 1 py 
- = —=F _ 


k 9 
= 

. (| 
1 Ly 
: wv 
. 

0 
5 

1 
LY 
4 

14 1 
— 
1 FN , 
'F { 

1 

1 | 
* 4 
* 

4 
. 10 
7 l 
* 

. 


e LETTERS OP 


There is a new piece of T. Cnusy's®*, 


which will be ſoon publiſhed, containing 
a vindication of Gop's character, againſt 


thoſe, who repreſent him as approving his 


creatures, not in proportion to their 


goodneſs and reſembling his own perfec- 
tions; but requiring them to perfect 
thoſe natural amiable graces by perfor- 


- mances of no uſe or comlineſs, but merely 


becauſe they were appointed. He is in- 
ſolent enough, in his zeal of reaſon, to 
dare expoſtulate with no leſs a perſon than 
the Biſhop of London, for injuring as he 


terms it, in the ſimplicity of an unlearned 


* Tromas CnuBs was originally a mechanic, 


at Saliſbury; but having an extraordinary faculty ot 


; reaſoning, became a formidable Controverſaliſt, 
without the leaſt knowledge of the Claſſic Languages. 
-His firſt tract was againſt Dr. CLarxe's doctrine of 


the Trinity. His opinions were abſolutely Heretical. 
He died 1 747 8 


heart, 
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heart, the reputation of the Almighty, by 
abuſing reaſon, the gift of God to man, 
for his conduct; throwing the blame 
due to their negligence on the imperfec- 
tion of his imparted light, which proved 
an ignis fatuus to miſlead, inſtead of 
guiding them to his approbation, and 
their duty. You ſhall ſee what common 
fenſe can do, when neither improved or 
ſpoilt by reading. I have got a bad habit 
of writing long letters; but I will not 


make an apology, when I write to you, 


becauſe you have the. leiſure to permit me 
to be impertinent; and, if it is no other- 
wiſe agreeable, it will ſerve to give a va- 
riety to your ſolitude, I am 


Y our moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


T9 AaAUNDLE 


L 
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LETTER XX 
To Mrs. SANM DTC. 


MaDam, 1730. 


HAVE your watch, which I will ſend 

to ycu by the firſt opportunity, that 

I can meet with, and at the ſame time 

ſend you the performance of TwomMas 
Cho againſt the Biſhop of London“. 

How ſaucy a thing is reaſon, to dare 

inſpire an illiterate fellow, to attack a man 

of profound learning and power ? A, very 


* Entitled © a Diſcourſe concerning reaſon with 
regard to religion and divine revelation, wherein is 
ſhewn, that reaſon either is, or elſe that it ought to 
be, a ſufficient guide in matters of religion, occa- 
fioned by the Lord Biſhop of London's ſecond paſtoral 


letter, 8 vo. 1730.“ 


GOLIAH 
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GoLIAaH in controverſy ; and hope to de- 
ſtroy him by ſuch a weak arm's throwing 
this ſmooth ſtone at his forehead. Fie 
upon the inſolence of human reaſon! 
What ſucceſs he hath, or ought to have, 
you will know when you read him. He 
will be railed at by the worldly- learned, 
the faſhionable-wiſe, the much com- 
mended prudent; and admired by the 
very few truly knowing and good, and 
by all the Libertines. For alas ! the diſ- 
ſolute think, pulling down any popular 
argument, is pulling down the truth it 
was offered to ſupport ; and fooliſhly 
imagine, that deſtroying the indiſcreet 


reaſoning of any writer in defence of reli- 


gion, is oppoſing the religion itſelf, and 
ſhewing there 1s nothing in it. And that 
unhappy voluntary blunder of the aban- 
doned, hath given thoſe, who defend and 

blend 
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blend their own ſchemes and deſigns with 
religion, and unhappy opportunity to 
rail at all, who do not ſubmit to the 
whole of what they plead for; or do not 


approve of their treacherous manner of 
pleading for truth itſelf ; they cenſure 


them for joining in with the enemies of 


religion and virtue, and by that means 
make the pious weak people deteſt thoſe, 
they ſee thus miſrepreſented. This inti- 


midates more cautious people, (who la- 


ment ſecretly the ill uſage thoſe can thus 
make of oppoſition to themſelves) from 
oppoſing them. This hath prevented 


numbers from ſhewing their diſlike of 
what hath been ſaid to the diſhonour of 
reaſon and ſubſtituting means, inſtead of 
(what is the perfection of Gop himſelf) 
goodneſs. But I have no time for ſuch re- 


flections. 


Mrs. 
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- Mrs. Tav2or is ſo very ill, tat Mrs. 


Savzx, tho' 1 do not, gives her over 


abſolutely as gone : I think her caſe is ex- 
tremely dangerous, but not deſperate. 
She thinks ſhe will not live many days, 
nor can ſhe, if ſhe grows not better ſoon ; 
ſhe continually vomits and purges, voids 
blood, and hath kept no nouriſhment 
ſince Sunday; grief made her apply for 
conſolation to, what ſhe was never much 
uſed to, ſtrong cordials ; that treache- 
rous flattering Syren, whom ſo many 
{till believe, tho” they daily fee the num- 
bers 1t deſtroys, that gave, after ſhort re- 
freſhment, a cholick ; this required larger 
doſes, theſe again gave vomitings, which 
demanded {till larger doſes, the ſhort eaſe 
was attributed to its power; but not the 
increaſe of miſery which followed. The 
Doctor r ailed at it, his medicines came 


£00 
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too late to overcome this evil ſoon ; and 
therefore, in natural impatience of fick- 
neſs, were deſpiſed ; and the old ſhort- 
lived interval of eaſe, again deſired 
which till increaſed the diſtemper and 
diſappointed all the remedies. 


Yours ſincerely, 


T. RUND LE. 


LE T- 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 16: 
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LETTER XXI. 


To Mr. SANDYS. 


MA DAM, January 30, 1730-31. 


M* rambling life is over, and now I 
ſhall have the leiſure of performing 


the duty of writing to my friends: I have 


ſpent this Chriſtmas in Berkſhire, with 


Mr. Targor and his delightful family “. 
No 


* Lord CHANCELLOR and his four ſons. 
CHARLES RICHARD, theeldeſt, died in 1733, aged 


24. THOMSON attended him in his travels, by the 


recommendation of Dr. Runpte. His character is 
beautifully and juſtly delineated by him, in his poem 
on Liberty, part 1ſt, in the exordium “ O my la- 


mented TALBOT.“ ! to verſe 12. 
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No man is more happy than he is, in the 
proſpe& of ſeeing many noble and great 
branches ſpring from his root. Wit and 
ſprightlineſs, when they accompany good 


ſenſe and virtue, will recommend the 


The ſccond—WI1LLIAM, afterwards Earl TAL- 
BOT, died 1782. 

The third - Jonhx, Member for Brecon, appointed 
ſecond Juſtice of Cheſter 1740, married 1ſt HENR1- 
ETTA MARIA, daughter of Sir MaTTHEW DECKER. 
2dly CATHERINE, daughter of Joann Viſcount 
CHETWYND, of the kingdom of Ireland, by whom 
he had JohN CHETW VND, created Earl TALBOT 
July 3 1784. 

GEroRGE—the fourth ſon was D. D. vicar of 
Guiting, in the county of Gloceſter, who had the Bi- 
ſhopric of St. Dawid's offered to him by his preſent 
Majeſty, upon his Acceſſion, which the Doctor was 
ſo ſingularly ſcrupulous as to refuſe. His exemplary 
virtue and learning pointed him out, as likely to have 
added dignity to the high ſtation, of which his accept- 
ance was ſolicited. He reſided at Guiting, til his 


| death, a moſt exemplary pariſh prieſt. 


More 
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more worthy qualities and make them 
doubly ſucceſsful ; and theſe are united 
in a ſweet contraſt in his ſecond boy, who 
was this Chriſtmas with us. There is a 
chearful gravity. in the next, which makes 
him thoughtful and induſtrious, but will 
preſerve theſe uſeful accompliſhments 
from—— and that 
unſociable ſelfiſhneſs, which too often 
deforms learning. The third is all life 
and gaiety, goodnature and innocence, 
with the faireſt bloſſoms of reaſon, which 
the care of Mr. TALBO r, in his education, 
will ſecure from being blaſted and ripen 


into abundance. 


How mean a ſight is the ſpring, with 
all its beauties, when compared to the 
opening of youth, with ſo full a promiſe 
of every virtue, to give joy to themſelves, 

M 2 and 
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country. His eldeſt is at Paris, and 
behaves as one would wiſh he ſhould be- 
have. His rough Engliſh love for liberty, 
diſdains the embroidered ſlavery, that 
glitters in that trifling Court. He hates 
chains, tho* made of gold; and con- 
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temns a nation, who can be mean enough 
to be contented and in love with wretch- 
edneſs, becauſe it hath a painted face. 
With a ſort of virtuous ſurlineſs, his good 
ſenſe is ſo much offended at their flattery 
of thoſe that oppreſs them; in that chain 
of mutual ſlaves and tyrants, that deſcends 
from the higheſt to the loweſt among 
them, that one almoſt fears he ſhould, 
inſtead of learning complaiſance in that 
polite ſchool of diſſimulation, run coun- 
ter to the manners he hates, and be in 
danger of growing love with that plain 
| dealing, 
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dealing, which is now no where faſhiona- 
ble, if his good ſenſe and good-nature did 


not ſecure him from it; the firſt teaches 


all, that civility and obligingneſs is a vir- 
tue as much due, as more important 
branches of juſtice ; the other, that bene- 
volence in the heart, will accomodate it- 
ſelf to all, and throw light and amiable- 
neſs over the behaviour ; and he, that 
knows this, is well bred by nature, tho 
he makes a bow aukwardly and never 


learnt to cut a caper. 


To-morrow Dr. Savrr and Mrs. 


Saver return to London; the firſt is bet- 
ter; but Mrs. Saves, I think, rather 


worſe than uſual ; think her 
illneſs is rather troubleſome than dange- 
rous. Mr. with his whole fa- 


mily are come ſafe to town, and have 
M 3. brought 
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brought with them, who every 
day grows a more delightful girl. She 
hath an ambition to obtain every accom- 
pliſhment, and hath ſenſe enough to uſe 
them, to purchaſe real eſteem, not to 
nouriſh vanity. They promiſe to make 
themſelves happy in ſeeing Miſerden this 
ſummer in their journey from Bath. Mrs. 
Sanpy's recommendations are never for- 
gotten by me, tho' I cannot always have 


opportunity to ſhew I take notice of 
them. 


The boy you recommended for a ſer- 
vant, I could provide for at preſent, in 
the beſt place he could deſire and in the 
way of preferment, if his age 1s not an 
objection. I ſhould be glad to receive 
immediately an account of his ſtature, 
looks, age, and general character; if he 

hath 
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hath the look of a boy, it cannot do; 
but if he hath a ſerious and decent appear- 
ance of a man, I may perhaps get over 
the difficulty of his real age, on account of 
his right accompliſhments for ſuch an em- 
ployment as he will be put into. He muſt 
wear a livery, and conſtantly attend a 
man of the greateſt dignity, and there- 
fore the figure of a lad cannot be admitted. 
The poſt is going, and I will finiſh at pre- 
ſent, but write to you a more entertain- 
ing letter ſpeedily. 


I am, Map Au, 
Your moſt obliged, 
Moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


To. UND E 


M 4 „ 


— I . 


— — — 


2 


DR. THOMAS RUNDLE, 169 


LETTER ML 


Jo: Mrs. SANDY $ 


MADAM, March 18, 1730-31. 


AM quite aſtoniſhed, when I recol- 
lect how long ſince it was that I writ 
laſt to you, who ought to have been the 


laſt perſon in the world neglected by me. 


I have had of late, indeed, but little 
heart to write to any one, much leſs to 
you, before whom I would never wil- 
lingly appear, but with ſpirit and good 
humour. But how could I have either, 
when a friend, whom I moſt ſincerely, 
moſt tenderly love, hath been fo long in 
danger ? this 1s the 14th day, in which 
poor GEORGE SAYER- hath been ſtrug- 
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gling with a violent fever. You know 
Mrs. SavER and the Doctor too well, 
not to feel what they have felt, under 


the anxiety for the ſufferings, and the 


uncertainty, for the life of ſo delightful, 
ſo valuable a relation! I am almoſt 
afraid to ſay, that we have any aſſu- 
rance even yet of his ſafety, ſo many 
accidents diſappoint the credulity of hope, 
and make the promiſes of Phyſicians of 


no more certainty, than a fortune-teller's, 


though they often, perhaps, both con- 
tribute to bring about what they foretel, 
and by perſuading the imagination that 
it muſt be, make it be. They at pre- 
ſent, comfort us with the expectation, 
that all danger is over, and though this 
gives refreſhment, it cannot reſtore quiet 
to the mind immediately, which hath 
been terribly wounded in that part of it, 

which 
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which is moſt ſenſible, friendſhip. My 
concern hath been deeply encreaſed, by 
having been confined from him. The 
many, many hours, that I have ſpent in 
gloom and ſolitude of late, have given 
my thoughts opportunity to - torment 
themſelves. Imagination in abſence, can 
augment every poſſibility of danger, and 
by his bad magick, transform every tri- 
fle into a monſter' to terrify ; though I 
know I could have been of no ſervice 
to him if preſent, yet not being preſent, 
makes me dread leſt things are worſe 
than they are repreſented, or than 1 
ſhould judge them if I ſaw them; and 


if wiſhing to be with a friend in ſickneſs, | 


is not out of kindneſs to him, it is, at 
leaſt, ought of a right kind of ſelfiſhneſs. 
I am uncertain whether you know the 
little misfortune, which prevents my at- 


tending 


ͤ— — — ———— 
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tending him; about 25 days ago, I was in 
prepoſterous activity, ſkipping acroſs the 
ſtreet to avoid a coach, my foot turned 
under me, and I fell in the kennell. I 
found I had hurt myſelf, but ſuſpected 
only a ſtrain, but 1t was diſcovered at 
laft, that a little bone was broken, which 
time and patience alone will ſodder, and 
make me a ſound man again; and I am 
forced, to the mirth of my friends, and 
my own ſatisfaction, to ſtretch my enor- 
mous length of a leg on a couch, and 
be contented to be a priſoner for ſix or 
ſeven weeks, bound to my good beha- 
viour. The pain I have endured, 1s not 
comparable to the fatigue of doing no- 
thing, if I could have been with thoſe 
I love, it would have been an agreeable 
confinement, but whilſt they are obliged 
to be at another place, it is terrible to 


me 
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me to be thus from them, but I have 
not time for complaints. Company 
hath been ſo good as to amuſe me the 
greateſt part of this day, and ſcarce left 
me time to ſay, I hope ſoon to have an 
opportunity of ſending you a more agree- 
able letter, and to aſſure you, that no 
one is more ſincerely ſenſible of your 


goodneſs to him, than 


Mapam, 


Your moſt obliged, 
Moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


TKKUNDEUL 


LE T- 
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SET I'D . 


To Mrs. SAND TS. 
Mavis, | May 11, 131. 


AM quite aſhamed, that I have not 

| ſooner thanked you for your kind 

letters, but—but nothing can be an ex- 

cuſe for it; and, therefore, I will be 

more modeſt, than to pretend to juſtify 

what I cannot think on myſelf, without 
condemnation. 


I ſhould be extremely glad, could 
I have ſerved Mr. TzemezsT, for 
his brother's ſake ; but every one you re- 
commend to me, will be ever before all 


others regarded. But alas! acquaintance 
I hay 
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I have none in town, and there is nothing 
in Durham. of that nature, which would 
be worth his acceptance, had I had the 
ſame intereſt as formerly, to recommend 
to them, when ſuch were wanted. In 
town we have no news, but of the various 
extravagancies of people of pleaſure, and 
an hiſtory of ſuch gay follies, will give 
you no more fatisfaction to read, than me 
to write. Pity 1s the feeling that good- 
nature demands, and laughter is the 


treatment, that thoſe follies, which bring 


ruin into families, receive. Books, there 
have been none publiſhed of late, that 
can either amuſe or inform you. I go for 
Durham on Thurſday morning, where I 
hope to have my friend come to me ; 
but I deſpair of ſeeing Mrs. Savzr ; the 
hurry of preparing for my journey takes 
up my time at preſent; but as ſoon as 


I come 
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I come to Durham, you ſhall receive the 
civility of a much more troubleſome cor- 


reſpondence from 


Your moſt obliged, 
Moſt 5 N 
Humble ſervant, 


T. RUND L E. 


L. 
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LIT TEN Iv. 


To Mrs. S A NM D Yr F, 


Mapa, Durham, Sept. 24, 1731. 
HE. joy, with which you received 
my laſt falſe account of my deareſt 
deareſt friends being out of danger“, will 
increaſe your affliction, at reading the 
dreadful account, that 1 muſt now ſend 
to you. He was then, indeed, out of 
danger ; but the blunders or wickedneſs 
of a phyſician, fatally of great reputation 
in this country, gave him that very night 
1 ſent away my letter, an opiate which 
hath killed him. 
That deareſt deareſt creature died on 
Tueſday laſt, lamented by all: for he was 


Mr. GEORGE SANDYS, 
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the common friend of all, the joy of all 
that knew him. What will be your af- 
Aiftion ! what is mine! how dreadful is 
poor Mrs. Sayers ! I wiſh we may be 
able to carry her alive to London ! How 
can I aſk you to pity us, who will equally 
want it yourfelf ; for you ſaw his worth 
and loved him accordi ngly. The tender 
things he ſaid to me, when he feared that 
his life was endangered, from our ſending 
for ſo many other phyſicians, ſhall never 
be forgotten by me. I loved nothing like 
him whilſt he lived, and now he is gone, 
willlove others in the proportion he loved 
them. I knew his ſacred friendſhip for 
you, and this thought will encreaſe to- 
vwards you that, of 
Your moſt obliged, 
Obedient humble ſervant, 
T. NUN DLE. 
L E T- 
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LETTER XXV. 


= 2 
4. WI Boy 
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To Mrs. SANDYS., 


Aſbdown-Park, Friday Morning, 1731. 
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MADAM, 


— — — —— —ę—ê — 8 


HE ſervant who brings you this is 
the perſon, to whom the important 


truſt of conducting the black colony into 
Wales 1s committed ; and I could not 


ſuffer any one to go from hence, without 
{ending you an account of the health of 
that family for whom you have the good- 
neſs to be concerned. I hear that Mrs. 
SAYER is by no means worſe than when 
Lleft her; that ſhe appears with as much 
eaſe as ſhe hath done ſince her misfortune, 
and tho' not with chearfulneſs, yet with 
N 2 freedom. 
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freedom. But I conſeſs, I gather but lit- 
tle hope from theſe fair appearances, be- 
cauſe in company with thoſe ſhe loves, 
her goodneſs would conceal, with a well- 
bred deceit, that pain, which ſhe knew 


would give pain to her company. 


This little ſolitary iſland, in the midſt 
of a vaſt verdant ocean, ſecured from 
the intruſion of chance company, and the 
interruption of buſineſs, can afford no 
news to fill a letter. Every one that in- 
habits it, is gay and happy according to 
their various ranks and deſires. Philo- 
ſophy, exerciſe, and cards, hoſpitality 
profuſe in ' generoſity without luxury, 
freedom uncontrouled by any thingbut 
voluntary decency and ever-wakeful rea- 
Bn, mirth that ſeems to neglect thought 
fulneſs, but ſhews by its becoming eafe 


— . 


and 
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and gracefulneſs and inſinuating inſtruc- 
tion with amiable negligence every mo- 
ment that it hath uſed it much in private, 
as the carriage of a gentleman ſhews he 
hath learned to dance, tho' he doth not 
in company lead up a minuet or cut a 
caper, vary our hours and heighten each 
others pleaſures by the perpetual change, 


All the nine Mvuszs came hither with 


Mr. TXromsoNn, wit and ſprightlineſs 
with BiLLy, and wiſdom (tho' ſhe left 
her ſolemn ſtate behind her) with the 
Sollicitor, From this deſcription, you 
will imagine, that I am very happy, 
tho' I contribute but little to the enter- 
tainment, beſides becoming a pleaſed 
auditor, which is as eſſential a character 
to fill up a ſociety as that of the beſt per- 
former in any of thoſe delightful acts of 
diverſion above mentioned. But no rap- 


N 3 ture 


=; EO 
_ we 

— N * 
2 * — 
— +> 
\ » 3% 


2 = 122 
* —— 


— 4 — — — . —— —— - 


. — — ep een 


- 2 2 
— 1 . 
— [ — — — 


” 4 
: #440 
4 3H 
159 
0 
{i 
: : 
q * 
19 165 
* 1 7 
; - 
"ab .- 
« | 
1 A 4 
1 
' , 
nc By 
1 4 A 
: "4 = 
4318 
T3 1 
1 2 
1 4 
* : 
x 
TY 
1. 
= | - 
; "4* 
"Of 
4 o 
&At 
\ 
$4 
1 
- Ac 
14 * 
444 
: =. 
3 
x 
, * 
; * 
: T1 
i RE 
4 
4 
* 1 
43.834 \ 
1 
i. 
142 1 
NI. 
7 
17 
19 
1 * 
ſt b 
innen 
n 
2 
I. 
ir 
TY 4 
* » 
++ {TY 


| 


132 LETT-EFERS OF 


- ture can ever ſo engage my thoughts as 
to make me forget or negle& my friend 
or loſe an opportunity of aſſuring you, 
that I am, 


Maran, 
With much ſincerity, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 


T. RUNDLE, 


L E T- 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 183 


LETTER XXVI. 


Fee. 
Mabau, Edgcomb, Chriftmas- Day. 


INCE the diſloyal winds will not obey, 
the commands of the monarch of the 


the ſeas, the Chancellor is prevented 
from viſiting in theſe holidays his tattered 

palace at Barrington *, where the froſt 
and the rain, we hear, have taken poſ- 


* The ancient manor houſe at Great Barrington, 
in the county of Gloceſter, was built in the reign of 
Queen ELIZABETH by REGINALD BRAX, Eſq; of 
whoſe deſcendants it was purchaſed, A view of this 
houſe is publiſhed in Sir R. Arkixs's Hiſtory of 
Gloceſterſhire, edit: 1712. engraved by Kir. In 1737 
it was rendered uninhabitable by fire, and rebuilt in 
the modern taſte, 


« At Barrington ſhall England's bounty ſtand, 


And Henſol's glory never leave the land.“ 
| PoPE. 


N 4 ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of every room and defy his autho- 
rity to diſlodge them, without pulling 
their dreary manſion down to the ground. 
This denies me the opportunity of ſeeing 
you this Chritmas ; but it is a fortunate 
diſappointment, which will give you a 
much greater ſatisfaction, than you could 
receive from chit-chat with a friend, an 
opportunity of doing good. But tho' I 
am deprived of the pleaſure of talking 
with you now, I reſolve to make myſelf 
full amends before I leave this kingdom, 
and when the weather is leſs dangerous 
for a valetudinarian, I determine to Cir - 
culate my civilities and viſit my friends in 
Bath and Glocefterſhire. Nothing can be 
more charitable than your preſent Journey. 
Poor Mrs. SeckxeR, tho' recovering, 
wants the cordial of the company and 
converſation of one who can mingle in it 

chearfulneſs 
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chearfulneſs and wiſdom, to ſupply the 
abſence of the Biſhop of Briſtol *. I know 
his neceſſary return to town muſt be griev- 
ous to her; but her own good ſenſe and 
love for his character in life, will make 
her ſubmit to it with patience, tho* not 
contentment. All that is in our power, 
is to reſign and act what decency and du- 
ty require, bur not to ſtifle our feeling, 
or extinguiſh our wiſhes. And a proper 
behaviour under the ſtrongeſt ſenſibility 
of the ſevere neceſſity, tho” ſilently uneaſy 
to one's ſelf, is an amiable proof of the 
rightneſs of the heart that bears it, 


Mrs. Tal zor and my deareſt Kr TT 
will be alſo happy with having you with 
them, and by the pleaſure you will afford 
them, they will ſoon forget the loſs they 


* Dr. SECKER. 
have 
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have received, from the Baths being 
grown empty of ſo many friends, that 
loved and valued them. Mrs. Tarzor 
herſelf will, this poſt, tell you how ſhe is, 
and that all the family in this place are to- 
lerably well. Even the Chancellor's 
cold is much better than we expected, 
conſidering with what dreadful violence it 
ſeized him and frightened his ſons in the 
beginning of the winter. 


The wind is now turned favorable for 
the King, and we expect that he will be 
in town to-morrow, to the high joy of 
all that love him. He hath, they report, 
been calm in his being detained in a 
wretched fiſhing town. And though he 
could not command the winds, he could 
do what is much better and more difficult, 
command his temper ! and hath given all 


around 
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around him the comfort and the example 
of a moſt heroical patience. 


Mrs. TaLBoT's mother is in a very 
dreadful ſtate of health, and waſtes and 
decays daily in ſtrength and fleſh, Her 
phyſicians ſay, that they ſhall not wonder 
if ſhe goes off in a few days, but ſee no 
reaſon why ſhe may not laſt ſome months, 
If ſhe could continue on till the weather 
is warm and the year advanced, I believe 
ſhe will recover: for in people tormented 
with nervous illneſs, no diſtemper, how- 
ever frightful, ought to be eſteemed 
mortal, becauſe their recoveries are ſur- 
prizing and quick as their complaints 
were ſhocking and unaccountable, I have 
no news to ſend you which can amuſe 
you, and we have no book publiſhed, 
that is important to improve, or is agree- 
able 
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able to entertain you. We have great 
expectation, that this Seſſion of Parlia- 


ment will be a very quiet and good-na- 
* 
tured one. The Court and Miniſtry will 


prevent or diſcountenance and diſappoint 
any attempts againſt the Clergy, and the 
ſuſpence of the affairs of Europe, will 


give none the moſt ſanguine of either ſide 


opportunities either for praiſe or blame, 


and conſequently there can be no diſputes. 
People it is true are uneaſy, but yet can 
form no complaints, that they would utter 
in the Houſe. I long to talk with you; 
and ſhall not be at reſt till I do ſo; I do 
not think of returning till June, before 
which time you may depend on ſeeing, 

Your moſt obliged, 

Moſt obedient, 
To DA Rr. 


L E T- 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 185 


L ETTEN "XRV 11. 


To Ars. S 4NDF& 


Mapan, 1730. 


1 AM much concerned, that the letter, 
which I ſent you at Bath, did not 
come thither time enough, to prevent 
your leaving it, in expectation of ſeeing 
Mrs. TaLBoT and myſelf at Miſerden.— 
Becauſe your company to the unhappy 
family there, muſt give much greater 
pleaſure, than you could receive from us. 
And though there is nothing I ſo much 
long for, as a few hours free converſation 
with you, yet I hope I never ſhall be ſo 
ſelfiſh, as to deſire that you ſhould deny 
yourſelf 
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yourſelf the greateſt ſatisfaction of your 
life, doing good; though it is to beſtow 
on me the trueſt pleaſure I know, the 
privilege of unburthening my thoughts 
in all the genuine ſincerity and confidence 
of friendſhip, to one who is able to cor- 
rect all my miſtakes, adviſe in the moſt 
delicate difficulties, laugh at unreal fears, 
and chide for indulging improper expec- 
tations, which give more uneaſineſs by 
peeviſhneſs and unneceſſary anxiety, than 
the ills we apprehend could do when 
they happen. I do not allude to any 
concerns of my own, in what I have men- 
tioned. Though I am not ſo vainly ſelf- 
denying, as to pretend that I am indif- 
ferent whether I am reſtored to my 
friends, and ſettled agreeably in my own 
country ; yet I am reſolved not to make 
my abſence doubly diſagreeable by re- 

pining 
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pining and fretfulneſs. I will do all in 
my power to ſoften it, by deſerving the 
kindneſs and regard of my new country- 
men, and behave in a manner that ſhall 
make thoſe, who contribute to my return, 


not aſhamed of their zeal for me; or my 
friends here unwilling to receive me, if 
I ſhall be ever thought to deferve the fa- 
vour of being recalled from my ſplendid 
baniſhment*. I have done all in my 
power, and I will not be unhappy, if 
others have it not in theirs to gratify my 
wiſhes. I know the thouſand accidents 
and rivalries that may prevent their en- 


Dean SwirT always uſed this language in his 
correſpondence with his Engliſh friends, probably 
with the ſame view, that of paying an oblique com- 
pliment to thoſe, of whoſe converſation he was ne- 
ceſſarily deprived, rather than a reflection on the 
country, which certainly deſerved well of him. 


deavours 
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deavours for me; and having already ob- 
tained ſo much more of good fortune than 
I deſerve, I will be eaſy if all is not 
granted to me I may deſire ; for I have 
learnt the wiſe leſſon of being contented ; 
and think there is no virtue and praiſe in 
doing ſo, in my affluence of every bleſſing 
of this world, excepting one, and that 
indeed is the chief of all, living in the 
company of thoſe, that eſteem and gra- 
titude and affection make me prefer 
beyond all things ; whoſe value for me 
is my honour, my merit and my. boaſt- 
ing; and which would be, alone, the 
higheſt reward; all here are in high 
health; we were, about a month fince, 
not a little alarmed, for the Chancellor, 
his cold was frightful, and BiLLy* quite 


I WILLIAM, Ear] TALBOT. 


outrageous 
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outrageous in his apprehenſions. Vou 
know the generous worthy impatience of 
his excellent heart, when thoſe he loves 
are concerned. He was at once for his 
giving up the Seals, and getting rid of 
the burthen of buſineſs, which he feared 
endangered the life of the beſt parent, as 
well as the beſt man that ever lived. But 
freſh air, and three week's exerciſe have 
entirely recovered him, and he is now 
in as good ſpirits and chearfulneſs of 
health, as I have ever remembered him, 


18 it not quite diſſoyal in the winds and 
the waves to detain the Monarch of the 
Seas from his longing people, and make 
him do penance and keep Lent, whilſt 
others are revelling in a carnival? But 
the perverſeneſs continues, and we can 
now no more gueſs when he will be ſafe 
O at 
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at St. James's, than we could 30 days. 
ago. His late” danger was as great as 
any man ever was in, that eſcaped,— 
The calm courage of Sir C. WAR 
preſerved him, This adventure wall 
teach any mortal humility, and make all 
ſenſible, that patience is a moſt heroick 
virtue, and. ordained to be of ſervice to 
a Prince, as well as a plowman. The 
late attempt to return, which hath loſt 
one Man of War, and ſhattered many 
others, will moſt certainly fill every heart 
with the intrepidity of being calm and 
undiſturbed in waiting until the Weſt 


winds ceaſe, and the Sea is complaiſant 
to their wiſhes. I hope the ſtorms on 


the waters are not ominous . of any at 


land; for there is a fad ſpirit kindled in 


the nation. Never were people ſo un- 


eaſy, though they have not one illegal 


thing 
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thing to complain of. But I hope, not- 
withſtanding, there will be a calm and 
ſerene ſeaſon during the Seſſions of Par- 
liament. 

My friend Tromeson, the Poet, is 
bringing another untoward Heroine on 
the ſtage, and has deferred writing on 
the ſubject you choſe for him, though 
he had the whole ſcheme drawn out into 
acts and ſcenes, proper turns of paſſion 
and ſentiments pointed out to him, and 
the diſtreſs made, as touching and im- 
portant, as new, and intereſting, and 
regular as any, that was ever introduced 
on the ſtage at Athens, for the inſtruction 
of that polite nation. But, perhaps, the 
delicacy of the ſubject, and the judgment 
required in ſaying bold truths, whoſe 
boldneſs ſnould not make them degene- 

955 8 rate 
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rate into offenſiveneſs, deterred him.— 
His preſent ſtory is the death of Aca- 
MEM NOW“. An adultreſs, who mur- 
thers her huſband, is but an odd exam- 
ple to be preſented before, and admoniſh 
the beauties of Great. Britain. However 
if he will be adviſed, it ſhall not be a 


ſhocking, though it cannot be a noble 


. ory. He will enrich it with a profuſion 


of worthy ſentiments, and high poetry, 
but it will be written in a rough, harſh 
ſtile, and in numbers great, but careleſs. 
He wants that neatneſs and ſimplicity of 
diction, which is ſo natural in dialogue. 
He cannot throw: the light of an elegant 


eaſe on his thoughts, which will make 


the. ſublimeſt turns of art appear the 


* A Tragedy by THOMSON, acted at Drury 
Lane, 1138. 


genuine 
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genuine unpremeditated dictates of the 
heart of the ſpeaker. But with all his 
faults, he will have a thouſand maſterly 
ſtrokes of a great genius ſeen in all he 
writes. And he will be applauded by 
thoſe, who moſt cenſure him, 


My deſign is this; after Eaſter, I will 
get on horſeback, and ramble to Bath, 
and ſpend a few days with the unhappy. 
Thence come to you, and ſtay with you 
until Jack * ſhall fetch me to Barrington. 
This 1s my wile intention, but whether 
I ſhall have courage to attempt ſo he- 
roical an enterprize, or throw myſelf 


into a chariot, time alone can determine. 


The Honourable Joun TALBOT, third ſon of 
the Chancellor, afterwards a Welch Judge. He 
died Sepr. 23, 1756. 


O 3 l ſee 
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I ſee what is right; but, like other weak 
mortals, fear I ſhall not be able to accom- 
pliſh my diſcreet reſolutions, 


My humble ſervice to your neighbours, 

When I began my letter, I imagined 1 
had Höthing to ſay, fit to be intruſted to 
ſo frail a protection, as a little ſealing 
wax; but I find when one is in compa- 
ny with a perſon we value, the difficulty 
is not to find what to ſay, but when to 
give over; but though my pen hath no 
prudence and moderation, my paper 
obliges me to be no longer troubleſome, 
but ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


Your moſt obliged, 
Moit obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 
T. DERRY, 
LE T- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


To Mrs. S AND TTS. 


0h, MA DAM! Feb. 15, 1736-37. 


THE Chancellor, the beſt man that 

ever breathed, the beſt judge, the 
beſt father, the beſt friend, is dead! * 
What, in his Providence, doth the Ar- 
Muir defign to do in merited ſeverity 
to puniſh this nation, by removing from 
it the perſon, whoſe wiſdom and good- 


neſs united, was able and deſirous to ſave 


* CHARLES TALBOT, Lord High Chancellor of 
England, died Feb, 14, 1136-37, univerſally la- 
mented, He was allowed by all parties to have poſ- 
ſeſſed the eloquence of Cicero, and the integrity 
of Caro. TromesoN publiſhed a Poem to his 
memory, replete with gratitude, and à very elegant 
delineation of his patron's character. 


„ it, 
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it, to make it honeſt and happy! I 

dread to conſider and foreſee! What 
hath the public loſt! What hath his 
dear deſerving family! What have I ! 
What have I not loſt! I have loſt him, 
whoſe friendſhip to me was the only me- 
rit to which I pretended, and my higheſt 
and trueſt reward. He died yeſterday 
morning. His illneſs was an inflamma- 
tion on his lungs. He continued only 
from Thurſday, till Monday five in the 
morning. The Phyſicians fay, to com- 
fort us, and excuſe themſelves, or rather 
their ignorance, that he was worn out in 
the ſervice of his country, and could not 
have laſted any time, had not this cold 
carried him off, He was but 51; he 
might have bleſt, and done good to his 
country, 30 years longer. But Gop 
ALMicuTy knows what is beſt for him, 
and propereſt for us. May he, in his 


anger 


DR, THOMAS RUN DLE. 201 


anger, remember mercy! All parties 
unite to call him the beſt and greateſt 
man that ever lived. The whole town, 
from the Court to the city, are under 
the deepeſt aſtoniſhment, and ſhew in 
their countenance, that the nation is un- 
der ſome dreadful and public calamity. 
Great as he was allowed to be in his pub- 
lic character, you know he was more 
amiable, more delightful in his domeſ- 
tic behaviour. Was there ever any ſo 
reaſonably beloved as himſelf, by all, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, in his fa- 
mily 2 Did his children ever enjoy more 
eaſe, more chearfulneſs, more ſprightly 
innocence, and entertaining inſtructive 
unbendings to mirth, than in his con- 
verſation and laughter? Oh Madam! 
What a ſeries of diſappointments is life! 
I came over to enjoy the company of the 
beſt friend that ever lived; I ſaw him, had 

daily 
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daily new reaſons to love and admire 
him, received daily new obligations, and 
loſt him for ever! I hoped by enjoying 


his wiſdom and virtue for a few months, 


to have returned, with ſpirit and ſup- 


ported abſence from him, by the reflec- 
tion of my having been with him, and 
might be with him again. F arewell, all 
hope that my ſplendid baniſhment from 
my native country ſhall ever have an 
end. I muſt now withdraw, and ſigh 
out my few remaining years in folitude, 
amidſt ſtrange company, ſince every 
place that I am hereafter to inhabit, will 
be empty of all, with whom I have con- 
tracted the ſacred ties of friendſhip !— 
My poor dear BilLy ! What doth he 
ſuffer! You have ſeen him in agonies 
of fear, leſt he ſhould loſe what he loves. 
He now hath loſt what he loves above 
all things upon earth united; and what 

8 5 deſerved 
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deſerved his higheſt, his unexampled af- 
fection; poor dear youth! I rejoice 
that I was in England, when this fatal 
accident happened; if I can be of any 


conſolation, any comfort, to that ever 
beloved youth | 


In the fix laſt years, how many friends 
have you and I loſt in one family? And 
ſuch friends, as the world cannot par- 
rallel! The Biſhop of Duzxnam, and 
Dr. Sayzr, Mrs. SavER, and her bro- 
ther, and his ſon! Had the poor Biſhop 
lived, as he might from age, how mi- 
ſerable. would this day have made him ! 
They are happy ; let us imitate them, 
and we ſhall be ſo too. We ſhall meet 

them again, and enjoy a friendſhip no 
more to be ſeparated, and clouded with 
tears, if we deſerve it. We ſhall enjoy 
their friendſhip again, if we deſerve it, 
or be admitted to a degree of happineſs, 


ro 
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to which even their company (how in- 
conceivable muſt that degree of happi- 
neſs be !) to which their company can 
be no addition ! 


You, Madam, will ſhare our affliction 
ſeverely, yet it is impoſſible to conceal 
it from you ; and, therefore, I thought 
it better you ſhould hear it from me, 
than from common report ; becauſe the 
letter, which brings you word that you 5 
have loſt one friend that loved you, will 
remind you, that there are others, which 
do ſo too, whilſt there is a TALB;OTr left 
in this nation, or J am alive to ſubſcribe 
my ſelf 


Your affectionate friend, 


T., D 


L E T- 


# 


DR. THOMAS RUN DLE. 205 


LEFT. 


To Mrs. SAND ZS. 
Madam, | | Feb, 22, 1136-37. 


HEN I wrote to you laſt, I was 
under ſuch amazement, and a- 


gony of concern, that I do not know 
what wild and improper things I might 
fay to you; but be they ever ſo indiſcreet 
and unbecoming my age and ſtation, yet 
you will not only excuſe, but be pleaſed 
with the ſincere overflowings of an heart, 
. torn by the juſteſt ſorrow, before it had 
leiſure to recollect and compoſe itſelf ro 
a more decent and religious expreſſion of 
what it felt. In no moment of my life 


ſhall I be leſs ſenſible of his loſs than at 
| preſent 3 
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preſent ; but though it is impoſſible to be 
unmoved at the reflection, that we have 
been deprived of the nobleſt happineſs, 
which Providence had beſtowed on us; 
yet often meditating on his unequalled 
virtues, will change grief into venera- 
tion, and raiſe and conſecrate the pious 
melancholy into a ſolemn enjoyment, to 
be preferred to pleaſure. All parties in 
their public papers, are ſtriving which 
ſhall profeſs the higheſt eſteem and ho- 
nour for him; and mention his behaviour 
in his great office, with the warmeſt gra- 
titude and applauſe. Theſe praiſes which 
prove the greatneſs of our misfortune, 
bring, at the ſame time, a conſolation 
with them; it gives me a lovely view of 
mankind, to obſerve, that they all can 
drop their prejudices, and unite to reve- 
rence a truly great and amiable character. 

Nothing 
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Nothing is univerſally popular but good- 
neſs! And every action of his life, in 
public or private, towards his friends or 
his enemies, flowed from that divine 
principle, in which alone we can obey 


that ſublime precept of our Loxp (the 


ſublimeſt that can be given to men or 
Angels) Be ye perfect, as your Heavenly 
Father is perfect. Did I name his ene- 
mies, he had none ; he hated none but 
ill men, nay even for them, he felt not 
hatred, but pity. The virtues, which 
mankind, in ſpite of their partialities and 
weakneſs, revere, and defire ſhould be 
everlaſtingly rewarded, muſt be infinitely 
pleaſing to the Father of Mercies.— 
What men wiſh, ' he can beſtow: and 


make thoſe virtues live again for ever, 


which (the voice of human nature cries 


aloud) deſerves never to die. It was 


the 
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the love for ſuch benevolent characters, 
which firſt dictated to every nation the 
belief of the immortality of the ſoul,— 
The learned expreſſed this affection by 
arguments, to prove the truth of this 
hope, which ſuch worthineſs had lighted 
up in their hearts. But the ignorant ut- 
tered the genuine ſentiments of their na- 
ture, by worſhipping theſe benefactors 
of mankind, as ſoon as they withdrew 
from the earth. They judged, that 
their goodneſs would ſecure them an in- 
tereſt in the Governor of the World, 


and recommend them to his love. What 


he loves, he will reward, in the manner, 


which will make them moſt happy.— 
Enjoying the deſire of the heart, is the 
ſincereſt felicity. The deſire of their 
ſouls was always to make others virtuous 


and proſperous. New abilities to ſerve 
thoſe 
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thoſe above, whom they delighted to 
bleſs when below, they imagined, there- 
fore, the only ſuitable and acceptable 
reward to ſuch generous natures. Hence 
they concluded them appointed guar- 
dians over their Kindred people, and from 
lamenting, were, by an enthuſiaſm of 
gratitude, miſled to worſhip them. A 
love of merit, thus betrayed them into 
error and ſuperſtition, but methinks vir- 
tue herſelf will plead and obtain pardon 
for ſuch idolators. It hath been obſer- 
ved that the world have ſeldom done juſ- 
tice to characters, till after men have been 
ſome time dead, but it hath not been fo 
now. He was dear to his Prince and the 
people, whilſt he lived; and equally 
mourned by both, as ſoon as he is dead. 
He was truſted by the Prince, as his moſt 
faithful and zealous ſervant; and regard- 

* ed 
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ed by the jealous nation, as the warmeſt 
and moſt intrepid lover of their liberties; 
each thought their rights ſecure in his 
hands. To be a popular Miniſter of 
State, is a felicity ſcarcely before exam- 
pled. But though ſcarcely before exam- 
pled, nothing ſeems more eaſy to any 
perſon, who hath his abilities, and will 
imitate his integrity. | 


— 
— — 


You knew the Chancellor, and loved 
him as well as I have done; but had 1 
been writing to a ſtranger, I would have 
ſoothed my concern, by tranſcribing a 
a ſketch of his life ; I could repeat almoſt 
every action, from his childhood to his 
death ; and ſhew that he was uniform in 

| his progreſs to virtue, and never once 
deviated from the ſevereſt of her pre- 
cepts, ſevere in the judgment of the ma- 
ny, 
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ny, but to him an uninterrupted ſource 

of chearfulneſs and tranquility. I could 
mention ſuch inſtances of filial piety, as 

would be hardly believed by others, but 

known to be true by you. How amiable 

an huſband, how tender and generous a 

parent. His ſons have often ſaid, he 

. never refuſed either of them any thing in 


his life ; but that is their own, as well as 


his praiſe. He lived with them as a 
brother and a friend, and familiarized 
his wiſdom into chit-chat, and inſtruct- 
ed them more effectually by common 
converſation, than others could do by 
ſolemn precepts. 


The nation, by their common ſorrow, 
ſhew what a Judge and Stateſman they 
have loſt. My name will be ever a proof 
to poſterity, how warm and intrepid a 
P friend 


to 
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friend he could be to one he thought fit 
to honour and reward with that dear and 
voluntary relation to him. His diſtreſt 
and melancholy family ſhew what a 
maſter he was to them all. In all theſe 
various relations, he was ſuperiorto a ny 
perſon, whom I ever knew or read of. 
The day before he died, he ſaid to his 
ſon Jack, “ it is indifferent and equal 
« as to myſelf, whether I die now, or 
ce ſeven years hence, but it will not be 
ce the ſame to you; for the ſake of my 
e children, I could be pleaſed to remain 
c longer with them; — the night he 
died, his ſervants offered him a medicine, 
« Tt is in vain, he anſwered, death can- 
ce not be reſiſted, Gop's will be done, 
J am ſatisfied; —he immediately fell 
into a calm ſleep, continued three hours 
in it, then awaked, looked round him, 

2 
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a few moments, and died without the 
leaſt ſtruggle or pain. His diſtemper 
was an inflammation on his lungs ; the 
natural cure of it is large bleeding, but 


on taking from him only eight ounces, 


he ſunk ſo uncommonly much, that the 
Doctor dared not proceed. On opening 
him, a large Polypus was found in his 
heart. From thence, probably, pro- 
ceeded his not being able to loſe blood. 
A Polypus, ſay Phyſicians, is the effect 
of care and intenſeneſs of thought: if 
that is ſo, no man ever did more to 
cauſe it. He facrificed his life for the 
good of others: and who will not envy 
a death fo glorious! He lived enough 
to make himſelf beloved whilſt living, 
and revered and lamented by good men 
of every party and denomination, now 


he is gone. He lived to perfect his tem- 
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per to a love of goodneſs, and adorn 
it with every Chriſtian, as well as na- 
tural grace, that can make virtue either 
divine or amiable! He lived to obtain 
the beſt fame; he lived enough for him- 
ſelf, but not enough for his friends and 
his country, 


I am, Mabpan, 
Your molt obliged, 
Moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


TT LANE 


. 
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LETTER Ex. 


To Mrs. SA ND S. 


Mapam, February 16, 1136. 


HAD written the incloſed, before I had 
received your's, and have only time 
to ſay, the family are as well as can be ex- 
pected, tho not as well as you wiſh them. 
Tho' it is eleven o'clock, the Houſe 


of Commons are not yet up*, The 
debate 


The ſubject of this very important debate was 
the ſettling of 100, oool. per ann, upon the Prince of 
Wales, and a jointure on the Princeſs, A particular 
narrative of this tranſaction is given as an appendix 
to Lord MELCOMBE's Diary, Mr. PULTENEY, af- 
terwards Earl of Bath, made the motion in the Houſe 
of Commons, „ obſerving, that a ſettlement of this 

| P 4 | nature 
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debate is, whether they ſhall addreſs 
the King to augment the allowance of the 
Prince. The town was never in ſuch ex- 
pectations as of the event of this moſt im- 
portant propoſal. It is judged, that he 
will be ſtill left to the diſcretion and kind- 
neſs of his father, without the Parlia- 
ment's thinking they have a right to inter- 
poſe. The Queen is moſt deeply afflicted. 
It expoſes them both to the laughter and 
cenſure of all Europe. Their enemies 


will remember the admonitory words of 


nature was reaſonable and neceſſary, to aſcertain the 
independence of the Heir Apparent.” It was ſeond- 


ed by Sir J. BAaRNARD; the meſlage and anſwer 


were produced by Sir R. WaLroLe. The Houſe 


divided between twelve and one o'clock. The num- 
bers were for the King 234, for the Prince 204. 
On Friday the 25th of February the ſame motion was 
made in the upper Houſe by Lord CAR TERET, and 
ſeconded by Lord Gow x, but finally rejected. 


Our 
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our Lox, of a houſe divided againſt itſelf, 
and be perhaps dreadfully encouraged to 
follow the obſervation, and try to verify 
it by freſh examples. Good men, who 
love the family and proteſtantiſm which 
depends on the ſafety of it, are under the 


deepeſt concern, and apprehend the con- 
ſequences which fide ſoever prevails. 
God forgive the adviſers of this meaſure. 
I believe the King's friends will carry it, 
tho' perhaps with no great majority; but 
the Prince's people boaſt much of their 
numbers, But I fancy they will be diſ- 
appointed, when they come to puſh. For 
people will not fly, without neceſſity, in 
the face of a King ; and the intereſted re- 
member the falutary proverb of a bird in 
the hand, which nurſes carefully teach all 
of us when children. And who forgets 
the philoſophy of his nurſery ? 
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ET TERS "TERT: 


To Mr. SANDYS. 


MaDan, | March 15, 1736-37. 


KNOW not to what my promiſe of 

waiting may come, becauſe I have 
little reaſon to expect that a power of per- 
forming it will long. be in me. I am 
ſeized again with my diſorder moſt vio- 
lently ; how that will end, Gop only 
knows, and what he thinks moſt proper, 
will be moſt acceptable to me. Life is, 


and ought now to be, indifferent to me; 


I am a gueſt that have been nobly enter- 
tained ; when the feaſt 1s over I will riſe 
ſatisfied, and thank the great maſter for 
his generoſity. I have lived to ſee the 

beſt 
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beſt friend in the world die before me ; 
and am of no ſervice any longer in the 
world. The ruffle which my concern hath 
given me, has relaxed and diſſolved my 
whole frame, and turned the humours a- 
gain from a more painful into a more dan- 
gerous channel. But I ſubmit, be the con- 
ſequence what it will, to thediſpoſal of him 
who is equally good and wiſe. 


Lord T ar BoT is well, may God preſerve 
him ſo; there is not a more amiable or 
worthy man living; may his happineſs 
be equal to his merit; my fondneſs for 
him deſires no more. When I am dead, 
he will not want me; my loſs added to 
what he hath already, dear youth, ſuſ- 
tained, will be as a drop thrown into the 
ocean. Oh! that it was in my power to 
make him as happy as I wiſh him, and 
then 
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then nothing in life ſhould ever give him 
one moment's uneaſineſs ! The whole fa- 
mily is well alſo. Lady TaLBor hath an 
an excellent underſtanding *, and a more 
ſprightly entertaining wit, capable of 
making a conſiderable figure in public 
life, and giving chearfulneſs, familiarized 
into eaſy chit-chat, to retirement and the 
ſpeculations, round an evening's table, 


Jack will ſoon enter into his profeſ- 
fion, and I queſtion not, ſucceed in it by 
his abilities, induſtry and virtues, though 
he is not nouriſhed and ſheltered, and 


* This lady was the daughter and ſole heir of 
ADam DE CARDONNEL, ſecretary at war, in the 
reign of Queen ANNE. She was married in February 
1733-34, at the age of 15. She reſided at Barrington 
till her death, in 1984. A very elegant monument 
by NOLLEKINS, is lately erected to her memory in 


the church of that pariſh. 
encouraged 
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encouraged, by the example and inſtruc- 
tion and recommendation of his great fa- 
ther. Grorce®* will ſteal into every 
one's eſteem in a more ſilent way, will 
be beloved rather than ſhine with the 
eclat of noiſy applauſe. He will ſpend 
this life in doing good in the moſt amia- 
ble, not the moſt ſhewiſh way ; he will 
have the dignity and generoſity and cha- 
racer of his grandfather, ſecured from 
that only overflowing of his good quali- 
ties, which one wiſhed, had been pre- 
vented, to make him the moſt engaging 
of all characters. I love them all. I can- 
not flatter them to their faces ; but I love 
to praiſe them. If I ſpeak fondly with eſ- 
teem of them even to their faces, it is only 
to warm them to be what I ſay; and ſhew 


* GeoRce TaLlBor, D. D. vicar of Guiting, in 
Gleocefterſhire, 
them 
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then nothing in life ſhould ever give him 
one moment's uneaſineſs | The whole fa- 
mily is well alſo. Lady Tarsor hath an 
an excellent underſtanding *, and a more 
ſprightly entertaining wit, capable of 
making a conſiderable figure in public 
life, and giving chearfulneſs, familiarized 
into eaſy chit-chat, to retirement and the 


ſpeculations, round an evening's table, 


Jack will ſoon enter into his profeſ- 
ſion, and I queſtion not, ſucceed in it by 
his abilities, induſtry and virtues, though 
he 1s not nouriſhed and ſheltered, and 


* This lady was the daughter and ſole heir of 
ADAM DE CarDonNer, ſecretary at war, in the 
reign of Queen ANNE. She was married in February _ 

1733-34, at the age of 15. She reſided at Barrington 
*till her death, in 1784. A very elegant monument 
by NOLLEKINS, is lately erected to her memory in 


the church of that pariſh. 
encouraged 
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encouraged, by the example and inſtruc- 
tion and recommendation of his great fa- 
ther. Grok E“ will ſteal into every 
one's eſteem in a more ſilent way, will 
be beloved rather than ſhine with the 
eclat of noiſy applauſe. He will ſpend 
this life in doing good in the moſt amia- 
ble, not the moſt ſhewiſh way ; he will 
have the dignity and generoſity and cha- 
rater of his grandfather, ſecured from 
that only overflowing of his good quali- 
ties, which one wiſhed, had been pre- 
vented, to make him the moſt engaging 
of all characters. I love them all. I can- 
not flatter them to their faces ; but I love 
to praiſe them. If I ſpeak fondly with eſ- 
teem of them even to their faces, it is only 
to warm them to be what I ſay; and ſhew 


GEORGE TALBOT, D. D. vicar of Guiting, in 
Gloceſterſbire. 
them 
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them the virtues which are bloſſoming in 


their hearts, that muſt be ripened by 


their own care. Public news. I do not 
attend to; I am weaned from my con- 
cern in the tumults, and ambitions and 
ſcramble of life. If I do well you will 


ſee me; If I die you will remember me. 


Among the many who have highly valued 
you, none have done ſo more than myſelf, 
becauſe none knew you better; and it 
will be always your ſingular advantage to 
improve on your acquaintance, and grow 
daily more beloved, by a nearer inti- 
macy. If in any of thoſe you love, you 
ſee any thing you wiſh otherwiſe, you 
will have the friendly freedom and cou- 
rage that becomes virtue and indepen- 
dence, to fay it with ſpirit and dexterity ; 
and even venture to offend, to ſerve thoſe 
you love. Without it, friendſhip is but 

flattery 
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flattery and treachery ; with it, deſer- 
vedly honoured with that divine charac- 
ter of being the medicine of life. This 
hint you will treaſure up unmentioned, 
till you ſhall find you have an occaſion to 
uſe it. Believe me, Mapan, 


Your's moſt ſincerely, 
Moſt affectionately, 
T. DERRY. 


I. E T. 
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LE T T'E RR - II. 


To Mrs. S ANDY S. 
Mabau, ; April q, 1737. 


WOULD not anſwer your kind let- 
ter, till I could give you an aſſurance 


that my diſorder is ſtopt by bark, &c, 


but tho' I am relieved from this threaten- 
ing illneſs, I cannot boaſt that I am a 
ſound man again. My health reſembles 


very much the ſeaſon, one hour is ſun- 


ſhine, in the next, clouds deform the 
ſky and all is ruffled and bluſtering. But 
I am and ought to be contented. My 


life is not of general importance to a 


whole nation, as was that of my friend. 
His 
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His reſembled the ſun, which warms 
and enlightens half the earth at once ; 


mine perhaps may be compared to a 


lamp, which ſerves to diſperſe the gloom 
of a ſingle room ; but when it is broken 


and extinguiſhed another will immediately 


ſupply its place, and the loſs be of no 
conſequence ; but even this compariſon, 
I feel, is vanity, and carries with it more 
praiſe than I can claim. I purpoſe to ſee 
you next month, tho' my friends will not 
be at Barrington till I am in Treland, I 
will not leave this country without ſeeing 
one I moſt value in it. According to cuſ- 
tom I muſt give you trouble and employ 
you. Could you get me a dozen of Cj- 
renceſter cheeſes, ſuch as I once had; and 
order them to be ſent to a truſty perſon in 
Briſtol, who ſhould ſee them ſafe on board 
a Dublin ſhip, and directed for me. If of 


_ laſt 
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laſt year's making, and fit to eat, the 
better. I will deſire alſo, that ſome of 
this ſeaſon may be ſecured for me for ano- 
ther. Moſt of them will be diſperſed in 
preſents among thoſe to whom I want to 
make little acknowledgements for great 
favours. I want black cloth enough to 
make two gowns and caſſocks, the fineſt 
that can be procured, but not the thin- 
neſt; if you have a weaver that will deal 


honeſtly, direct him to ſend me 17 yards 
of his beſt. 


Lord and Lady Tarot are well, and 
ſo is their girl; ſhe is a delightful child, * 


and 


* CECIL Ds CARDONELL Baroneſs DINEVOR now 
living, ſucceeded her father WILLIAM Earl Tal- 
BOT, who was created Baron Dix E VvOR by Patent 

October 17, 1780, with remainder to her and her 


heirs, 
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and promiſes to have as much beauty 
and good temper as ever met together. 
But the firſt is a flower that may be blaſted 
and ſpared ; the other alone is ſufficient 
to, and can alone make life happy. 


Mrs. SECKER is moſt aſtoniſhingly 
cured. I rejoice in it; the Biſhop was 
compelled to exchange Briſtol for Oxford 
by his friends, to ſerve the brother of his 
friend the Biſhop of Sali/oury. It is of no 
great advantage and therefore not eligible. 
But it is always eligible to oblige thoſe 
who can return the favour. I hope you 
enjoy the ſpring in the country, as much 
as we do -in London, where it ſeems to 


give new life to every thing, in ſpite of 


heirs. She was married in 1756 to GEORGE RICE, 
Eſq; Knight of the ſhire for the county of Carmar- 
then, who died in 1779. 


N. the 
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the duſt that choaks its favours to us, I 
will get out of it as ſoon as I can, and 
come to partake of its freſhneſs with you 
on your mountain, My friend Jack 
ſeems inclined to lay out his fortune near 
you alſo, and fix the whole family in Glo- 
ceſterſbire. I ſaw your good Biſhop * 
yeſterday, who is well, and ſpeaks of you 
with an eſteem and affection, which will 
doubly endear him to, 


Mapan, 


Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble ſervant, 
3 . 
* Dr. MARTIN. BENSON. 


Learning with candor are to BEN so given.“ 
Pore Dial. 2. line 73. 


LET. 


, 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Yo A. SANDTS. 


MADAM; May 21, 1737. 
ſhould not forgive myſelf if I con- 
cealed from you any good fortuue, 

which had happened, to any one of the 
T a1.B0T family. Lady Decker talking 
with me of the dear youth's belonging to 
it, dropped, as if undeſignedlyWthat ſhe 
ſhould think a daughter of her's happy, 
if diſpoſed of to a young gentleman of 
ſuch worth and merit; tho' with a young- 


er brother's fortune at preſent, rather 
than to a perſon born to an eſtate, and 
educated as gentlemen generally now are, 
in all the faſhionable arts of ſpending it. 


I obſerved but ſeemed to diſregard the 
Q 3 | kind 
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kind intimation, talked with my friend, 
who knew the good ſenſe and moſt amia- 
ble tempers and right education of the 
young ladies, who are praiſed by all peo- 
ple ; and he owned that fuch a match 
would make him happv. I immediately 
went to the lady, came to an explication 
with her, ſhe introduced me to Sir Mar- 
THE; he at once told me, that his de- 
fire was to diſpoſe of his daughters in a 
way to make them happy ; that he loved 
the Chancellor, and his family for his fake, 
He had heard of the merit of Mr. Joann 
Tal BOr from me, and others, and would 
give which daughter he choſe, with ten 
thouſand pounds down without ſettle- 
ments, and a promiſe of a third of all he 
was worth, when he and his wife were 
dead; and conſented to allow him, for 
the firſt five years, four hundred per an- 
num 
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num alſo, to aſſiſt them in their way of 
living 'till he was got into buſineſs. The 
next day Jack ſaw the ladies, choſe the 
ſecond, “ and they will be married next 
Monday. Nothing was ever carried on 
with greater openneſs and generoſity, 
Tho'I am in a great hurry as you will 
imagine, having juſt married Lzox1DasF 
alſo to the handſomeſt woman in Eng 
land, worth all the nine Muſes, yet l 
could not omit giving you the ſatisfaction 
of knowing what I am ſure will give you 
pleaſure, 
I am, Mapan, 
Your's moſt ſincerely, 
T. DE NR A 


* HENRIETTA MARIA, ſecond daughter of Sir 
MATTHEW DECKER, Bart. ſhe died without iſſue in 
September, 1747. | 
- + Mr. GLoveR was married to Miſs NUNN 21ſt 


Q 4 J. E T- 


May 1737. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


To Mrs. SANDYS. 


MADAM, | 1737. 


T HAD at laſt determined to ſet out in 
my road to Cheſter, and viſit my 

' friends at Bath and yourſelf in my way, 
I determined to have begun this peregri- 
nation, on the 7th or 8th of Fune, when 
I was alarmed with a report from Ireland, 
that, unleſs I would come ſooner, I 
could not have the yatcht at all. It was 
to go immediately fo Portſmouth and be 
almoſt rebuilt and fitted againſt the Lord 
Lieutenant was to go in it, over to his 
delegated dominions. This hath alarmed 
me, and I have ſent to intercede, that it 
| may 
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may defer its journey only one fortnight 
longer than it intended, and I will per- 
form my journey as I intended, tho' I may 
ſet out a little earlier to ſee you ; but if it 
15 inexorable I ſhall have time to do no- 
thing I deſire, but. muſt hurry away in 
the directeſt road, without paying any of 
thoſe duties to my friends which J ought. 
But I hope better things. I ſhould be 
glad to receive the cloth as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, that the gowns may be made in Eng- 
land. It will not be quite decent to carry 
it with me in its native form, but will 
ſeem to upbraid the country with being 
unable to ſupply me. It cannot indeed 
ſo well, but I will not tell them ſo. 1 
write this in a hurry. In my next I will 
acquaint you with my fate; and what 
day I ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee you, if 
I can be permitted to be ſo happy. 
Believe 
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Believe me, Madam, to be with the 


higheſt eſteem, 


Your's affectionately, 


„ VRR K. 


P. S. Leoxibas I will bring with me, 
It will amuſe and pleaſe you. It is a better 
poem than any man ever publiſhed before 
he was five and twenty, which the author 
is not yet; thoſe who compare it with 


and prefer it to Homer and MiLTow in- 


jure it. It deſerves very high commen- 


dations, but ſuch extravagant ones pro- 
voke others to be as exceſſive in its diſ- 
praiſe. It hath errors, and I have ven- 
tured to mention ſome to the author; 
but I ſhould not do ſo, if I did not think 
him a genius, that could improve by ad- 
monition, and deſerve the friendly ſeve- 


rity 


DR. THOMAS RUNDLE. 235 


rity of a rebuke. If I prune his laurels, 
it is to make them grow more regular and 
flouriſh the faſter. He ſeems to be in- 
ſpired rather by reaſon than fancy ; and 
if he hath any thing wanting in the per- 
formance, it is the agreeable wildneſs of 
a young imagination, in whom evtrava- 
gance and whimſies are pleaſing, becauſe 
beautiful. One's judgement and virtue 
are oftener approving the good-ſenſe and 
worthineſs of ſentiment, than one's fancy 
tranſported by the magic of poetry and its 
gay creation, | | 
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WiLLIaM (afterwards Earl) Talzor 
to Sir JohN DuTrTox. 

DrAak Sik, Barrington, 1734. 
FT ER having troubled you with 
two very long letters, upon a diſa- 
greeable affair, it gives me much concern 
that I am neceſſitated to uſe my pen a 
third time upon the ſame ſubject. You 
tell me, this is the firſt opportunity I have 
ever had of ſhewing I would aft as a Whig 
in Gloceſterſhire, and that I placed ſuch 
confidence in you as to act in concert with you, 
which you had ſome reaſon to flatter yourſelf 
T ſhould do, having more than once given you 
ſuch hopes. By giving my intereſt to Mr. 


SrE- 
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STEeeneNs?*, the firſt part of your para- 
graph is anſwered ; as for placing a con- 
fidence in you, I declare there is no man 
in whom I would ſooner confide ; but an 
implicit faith is inconſiſtent with my prin- 
ciples, and contrary to my nature, 1 
was taught very early in life to think for 
my ſelf. The leſſon ſuited my temper ; I 
ſoon learnt it; I will for ever retain it; 
my opinion never yet hath been ſacrificed, 
nor ever ſhall be ; the compliment 1s too 
great for any man now living to expect, 
too mean for me to pay. If by giving 

* JOHN STEPHENS, of Lyptiare, Eſq; at the elec- 


tion in 1734, was a candidate for the repreſentation 
of the county of Gloceſter without ſucceſs. His com- 
petitors were the Hon. Bxnjamin BATHURST and 
THOMAS CHESTER, Eſq. He was joined by the 
Hon. Henry BERKELEY, who declined the poll. 
It is much to Mr. SrrrRENs's honour, that he had 
more ſingle ſuffrages than perhaps have been ſince 
given for any candidate, He died in 1778, the laſt 


of a very reſpectable family. 
| you 
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you hopes of acting with you, any fort 
of promiſe that I would ſupport whoever 
you ſhould think proper to nominate as a 
candidate, is meant; I cannot poſſibly 
recollect the leaſt foundation for ſuch a 
ſuggeſtion ; but if you only by that 
mean, that in converſing upon Election 
affairs, I expreſſed my wiſhes for a con- 
ſtant agreement between the Houſes of 
Sherborne and Barrington, I acknowledge 
it always was my defire that the moſt 
perfect friendſhip might ſubſiſt between 
the two families ; and I therefore hoped, 
no difference of opinion might ariſe, by 
which the leaſt degree of coolneſs might 
be occaſioned. In your next paragraph, 
you ſeem to imagine, your not having 
communicated your ſcheme to me before 
your negociations at Gloceſter were con- 
cluded, may be the cauſe of my diſincli- 
nation to your candidate, It is too true, 


when 
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when I am convinced I have been ill 
treated, my temper is warm and deter- 
mined ; but in that caſe I never ſcruple 
to declare the motives to a reſentment I 
ſcorn to diſſemble; on the other hand, 
the fortunate partiality that reconciles 
us to ourſelves, by throwing ſhade on 
our faults, and light upon our beſt quali- 
ties, flatters me that I could ſcarcely be 
ſo ready to take umbrage at the conduct 
of one of my deareſt friends, as to be of- 
ended, that a ſcheme which aroſe from 
accidental events, and was neceſſarily to 
be executed, within the ſame hour in 
in which it was contrived, was not tranſ- 
mitted four-ſcore miles for my approba- 
tion, by which delay of time poſſibly the 
whole project might have been defeated. 
You are pleaſed to ſay, Mr. TRaczv's 
has been an ancient Whig family; that no- 


body 
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body doubts his being Jo ; that the Gentleman 
7 ſeem to prefer to him, is M a Tory family, 
and has, as you are credibly informed, pro- 
miſed to act as a Tory, if he be choſen. I wiſh 
the nominal diſtinction of Whig and 
Tory was aboliſhed, as the words only, 
not the ſenſe remain; a Miniſterial Whig 
and a State Tory, when in power, are 
ſo exactly alike in their conduct, that my 
diſcernment is not ſufficient to diſtinguiſh 
one from the other. The principles of a 
real Whig, in my ſenſe of the term, are 
theſe, That government is an original 
compact between the governors and go- 
verned, inſtituted for the good of the 
whole community ; that in a limited mo- 
narchy, or more properly regal com- 
monwealth, the majeſty is in the people, 
and thoꝰ the perſon on the throne is ſupe- 
rior to any individual, heis the ſervant of 
R the 


the nation; that the only title to the 
crown is the election of the people; that 
the laws are equally obligatory to the 
Prince and people; that as the conſtitu- 
tion of England is formed of three legiſla- 
tive branches, the balance between each 
muſt be preſerved, to prevent the de- 
ſtruction of the whole; that elections 
ought to be free, the elected indepen- 
dent ;—that a Parliamentary influence by 
places and penſions is inconſiſtent with 

the intereſt of the public; and that a 
Miniſter who endeavours to govern by 
corruption, is guilty of the vileſt attempt 
to ſubvert the Conſtitution ;--that a ſtand- 
ing mercenary army, in time of peace, 
is contrary to the laws, dangerous to the 
liberties, and oppreſſive to the ſubjects of 
Great- Britain; that our proſperity de- 
pends on trade, which it is our intereſt 
to 


to encourage, our duty to protect; — that 
our colonies are the foundation of a very 


beneficial commerce; that honour, juſtice, 


and policy oblige us to defend them; that 


our navigation is not to be interrupted, 
or our merchants plundered with impu- 
nity to thoſe who inſult us that all un- 
appropriated ſubſidies and votes of confi- 
dence are dangerous precedents, and al- 
ways to be oppoſed ; unleſs ſo apparent 
exigencies of affairs evidently and abſo- 
lutely require ſuch extraordinary and un- 
conſtitutional meaſures ;--that the freedom 
of the preſs is the bulwark of religious 
and civil liberty ;--that as religion is of the 
utmoſt importance to every man, no 
perſon ought to ſuffer civil hardſhips for 
his religious perſuaſion, unleſs the tenets 
of his religion lead him to endeavour at 
the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhment in 

R 2 Church 
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Church or State. The Tory ſentiments, 
when that faction prevails, are quite 
reverſe: for with them the Prince is 
above all law, Parliaments ought to be 
independent, the freedom of the preſs 
reſtrained, a ſtanding army is neceſſary 
for the dignity of the crown, and the ſe- 
curity of domeſtic tranquillity, They 
wiſely maintain, that liberty occaſions 
licentiouſneſs ; that freedom of thought 
and debate creates hereſy in the Church 
and diſſention in the State; that whatever 
reflects upon the character of a man in 
power is a libel; that even the public 
ſpirited ſentiments of a patriot, delivered 
on the Stage in the character of a BxuTus, 
or a Caro, may be injurious to the peace 
of the nation; and villainy made odious 


by the repreſentation of a SkjAxus or a 


Buckixchau, may by popular maligni- 


nity 


nity be interpreted to reproach thoſe at 
the helm of affairs with the like diſpoſi- 
tions; that therefore the Stage ought to be 
under the immediate directions of a Court 
Officer.—I have only mentioned the dif- 


ference of their State opinions Their ec- 
cleſiaſtical poſitions are not to my pre- 


ſent purpoſe ; what I intend to infer from 
this long tedious narrative of party max- 
ims is, that if by Mr. Tzxaczr's being a 
Whig, you mean that he hath invariably 
voted with the Miniſter, and by Mr. 
BerKELEy's promiſe to act as a Tory, 
that he will as indiſcriminately oppoſe 
the meaſures of Sir RozzrT WALPOLE, 
ſhould things continue to proceed as they 
have gone of late, in my opinion the two 
candidates may juſtly change their no- 


minal diſtinction, however they may 


each miſtake the name of the party to 
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which their actions properly belong. 
You take notice that Mr. How and Mr. 
Morcan have alſo differed with me, 
upon ſome of the ſame points as Mr. 
TRacxy, and yet I would have ſerved 
the one in Glocefterſhire, and would cer- 
tainly, if I had any intereſt in Mon- 
mouthſbire, zealouſly eſpouſe the cauſe 
of the other: I muſt acknowledge, 
if Mr. How had ſtood, I would have 
ſerved him to the utmoſt of my power, 
and it is alſo true, that if TOMMY MoRr- 
GAN wanted my aſſiſtance in any election 
upon his own account, I would act with 
as much warmth, to promote his ſucceſs, 
as if upon his being elected my honour 
and my fortune depended ; but I at the 
ſame time confeſs, that in theſe two in- 
ſtances perſonal friendſhip and particular 
obligations make gratitude and private 

affection 
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affection prevail over the rigour of my 
public ſentiments. I am indebted to Mr. 
Hows for many civilities; he alſo as 
guardian to Lord Brook, unſolicited, 
ſupported me when a candidate for Gla- 
morganſhire ; and to Mr, Morgan I owe 
more obligations than to almoſt any 
man; two great ones of the election ſort, 
my brother's ſeat for Brecknock, and that 
I once had, for the county of Glamorgan 
but I am ſo far from approving the Par- 
liamentary conduct of either of them, that 
tho” there is no degree of friendſhip that 
I would not ſhew to each of them in per- 
ſon, I would not comply with their joint 
requeſt, to eſpoule the cauſe of almoſt any 
other miniſterial adherent; for believe 
me, what I have refuſed to Sir Joan 
Durrox, I would not grant to any other 
man,——You deſire That if 1 will not be 
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for Mr. Tracey, I would declare for My. 
 STepnens only, and permit you to engage 
my people for Mr. Tracey; I muſt own it 
was not my intention to have explained 
myſelf as yet, whether I would give my 
intereſt to any perſon, but Mr. STz- 
PHENS, as many unforeſeen accidents may 
happen between this and the next elec- 
tion ; but as I cannot comply with the 
latter part of your requeſt, allowing my 
tenants to vote for Mr. Tracey in any 
manner; I will not refuſe the firſt part, 
but will promiſe you that I will be /olely 
for Mr. Srzrh xs; and that I may by 
no means interfere with your intereſt, I 
will engage no votes but thoſe of my own 
tenants and dependants, and thoſe who 
offer themſelves unſolicited to be directed 
by me. As at the concluſion of your 
letter, 
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letter, you were ſo obliging as to ſay, 
that if in it you had dropped any expreſ- 
ion, that might appear too ſtrong, you 
hoped, I would believe it did not ariſe 
from want of affeftion or reſpett, but 
from the fullneſs of your heart only. I 
muſt beg you, dear Sir, to put the ſame 
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conſtruction upon what I have written: 
for I do aſſure you, I ſhould eſteem it a 
very great. misfortune, if, by any acci- 
dent, the leaſt diminution ſhould be oc- 
caſioned, of the friendſhip which hath hi- 
therto ſubſiſted between us; it is what I 


have earneſtly deſired to cultivate ; it is 


what I ſincerely wiſh if poſſible may con- 
tinually increaſe: for amongſt the num- 
ber of your friends, I flatter myſelf, it 
would be very difficult for you to find a 
ſingle perſon who regards you with a . 


more N 
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I more cordial affection than him who now 
ſubſcribes himſelf with the higheſt reſpect 
and unalterable eſteem, + 


Dear Sin, 
Your moſt obedient, obliged, 


and faithful humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM TALBOT. 
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* From Miſs TALBOT to a new born 
child, daughter of Mr. J. T. ſon of the 
Lord Chancellor, 


OV are heartily welcome, my dear lit- 

tle couſin, into this unquiet world ; 

long may you continue in 1t, in all the 
happineſs it can give, and beſtow enough 
on all your friends to anſwer fully the im- 
patience with which you have been ex- 
pected. May you grow up to have every 
accompliſhment that your good friend, 
the Biſhop of Derry, can already imagine 
in you, and in the mean time may you 
have a nurſe with a tuneable voice, that 
may 


* This letter has been before printed in the 
* Edinburgh Miſcellany.” 
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may not talk an immoderate deal of non- 
ſenſe to you. You are at preſent, my 
dear! in a very philoſophical diſpoſition ; 
the gaities and follies of lifehave no at- 
traction for you, its ſorrows you kindly 
commiſerate ; but however do not ſuffer 
them to diſturb your ſlumbers, and find 
charms 1n nothing but harmony and re- 
poſe. You have as yet contracted no 
partialities, are entirely ignorant of party 
diſtinctions, and look with a perfect in- 
difference on all human ſplendor. You 
have an abſolute diſlike to the vanities of 
dreſs ; and are likely for many months to 
obſerve the Biſhop of Briſtol's“ firſt rule 
of converſation, Silence; though tempted 
to tranſgreſs it by the novelty and 
ſtrangeneſs of all objects round you. As 
you advance further in life, this philoſo- 
phical temper will by degrees wear off: 

| the 


* « SECKER is decent,” Port, ut ſup. 
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the firſt object of your admiration will 
probably be the candle, and thence (as we 
all of us do) you will contract a taſte for 
the gaudy and the glaring,without making 
one moral reflection upon the danger of 
ſuch falſe admiration, as leads people 
many a time to burn their fingers. You 
will then begin to ſhew great partiality 
for ſome very good aunts, who will contri- 
bute all they can towards ſpoiling you ; 
but you will be equally fond of an excel- 
lent mama, who will teach you, by her 


example, all ſorts of good qualities ; on- 


ly let me warn you of one thing, my dear, 


and that is, not to learn of her to have 
ſuch an immoderate love of home, as is 
quite contrary to all the privileges of this 
polite age, and to give up ſo intirely all 
thoſe pretty graces of whim, flutter and 
affectation, which ſo many charitable 


poets 
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poets have declared to be the prerogative 
of our ſex: Oh! my poor couſin, to what 
purpoſe will you boaſt this prerogative, 
when your nurſe tells you with a pious 
care, to ſow the ſeeds of jealouſy and 
emulation as early as poſſible, that you 
have a fine little brother come to put 
your noſe out of joint? Therę will be 
nothing to be done then but to be mighty 
good, and prove what, believe me, ad- 
mits of very little diſpute (tho' it has 
occaſioned abundance) that we girls, 
however people give themſelves airs of 
being diſappointed, are by no means to 
be deſpiſed ; but the men unenvied ſhine 
in public ; it is we muſt make their homes 
delightful to them, and if they provoke - 
us, no leſs uncomfortable. I do not ex- 
pect you to anſwer this letter yet awhile ; 
but as I dare fay you have the greateſt in- 


tereſt 
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tereſt with your papa, will beg you to | | 
prevail upon him that we may know by a \ 
line (before his time is engroſſed by ano- { 
ther ſecret committee) that you and your \ 
Mamma are well; in the mean time I will 
only aſſure you, that all here rejoice in ö 
your exiſtence extremely, and that I am, | 


my very young correſpondent, moſt 
affectionately your's 


CATHERINE TALBOT; 


FINIS. 


